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Controversies: Westlake Chemical

e In September 2023, a class action lawsuit was filed by a Louisiana resident against
Westlake Chemical Corporation, alleging that the defendant failed to protect the
community from harmful pollution. The complaint claims that toxic chemicals,
including ethylene dichloride (EDC) and vinyl chloride, were released from Westlake's
facilities in Lake Charles, Louisiana, causing significant health risks to residents in the
area.

¢ In 2023, Westlake Chemical was ranked 12 in the Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index
Report 2023. The report was prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the
Political Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

o In 2023, Westlake Chemical was ranked 32 in the Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index
Report 2023. The report was prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the
Political Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

e InJune 2022, Westlake Chemical Corporation subsidiaries agreed to pay $110
million to reduce harmful air pollution at three U.S. chemical facilities in Louisiana and
Kentucky. The companies also agreed to pay a $1 million civil penalty.

e In March 2022, the US Department of Labor issued $139,000 in penalties to address
workplace safety deficiencies after six workers were injured in a flash fire at Westlake
Chemicals in Sulphur, Louisiana, in September 2021.

e In February 2022, a fire broke out at a chemical production facility in Westlake, LA,
jointly operated by Lotte Chemical and Axiall, a Westlake Chemical subsidiary. No
injuries were reported.

e InJanuary 2022, six people were injured by an explosion at Westlake Chemical’s
south plant. Plant officials said an empty ethylene dichloride tank exploded.

¢ In October 2021, workers were evacuated without injury after a tower containing
mineral oil caught fire at Westlake Chemical’s facility in Gallman, Mississippi.

e In September 2021, six workers were injured in an explosion at the Westlake
Chemical plant.

e In August 2021, Westlake Polymers was listed among the top ethylene polluters in
Southwest Louisiana.

e In April 2021, Westlake Chemicals and Axiall were among nine Lake Charles
companies that will pay $5.5 million for contaminating the northern Calcasieu River
estuary with their improper waste disposal practices over the past century.


https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/jones-v-westlake-complaint-western-district-louisiana.pdf
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/jones-v-westlake-complaint-western-district-louisiana.pdf
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/westlake-chemical-corporation-subsidiaries-agree-reduce-harmful-air-pollution-three-us
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/westlake-chemical-corporation-subsidiaries-agree-reduce-harmful-air-pollution-three-us
https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/brief/03242022
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/compressor-fire-reported-lotte-chemicals-lacc-plant
https://www.wafb.com/2022/01/26/update-explosion-confirmed-westlake-chemical-south-plant/
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/fire-westlake-chemical-compounds-plant
https://www.kktv.com/2021/09/28/6-injured-explosion-chemical-plant-louisiana/
https://healthygulf.org/2021/08/27/understanding-the-impact-of-ethane-development/
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_6272451c-a14a-11eb-bf01-130206b64851.html
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On 30 November 2020, a 350,000 USD settlement regarding the mercury pollution of
the Ohio River was made, compelling Eagle Natrium — a subsidiary of Axiall
Corporation, which in turn is a subsidiary of Westlake Chemical — to install treatment
technology designed to eliminate the violations of releasing more mercury into the
Ohio River than allowed under the company’s permit. The settlement also compels
the company to pay 195,000 USD to a trust fund set up to reduce the methylmercury
pollution of the Ohio River and 25,000 USD in civil penalties to the US Treasury.

On 12 July 2020, three workers were injured at a Westlake Chemical plant
manufacturing chlorine in Marshall County, West Virginia. There is no information
available regarding the circumstances of the injuries.

Between 2019 and 2023, Westlake Chemical paid more than 110 million USD in
environmental liabilities for 19 cases, according to the violation tracker project of
Good Jobs First.


https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2020/12/settlement-requires-wv-chemical-plant-limit-mercury-pollution-pay-for-ohio
https://www.wvxu.org/environment/2020-01-20/mapping-out-the-toxic-wastewater-discharges-along-the-ohio-river
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/3-workers-hurt-incident-westlake-chemical-plant
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/westlake-chemical
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/westlake-chemical

