
 
 
 

Controversies: The Mosaic Company 

• In October 2023, there was a possible tear in the linear beneath a pile of Mosaic’s 
mildly radioactive phosphate waste at its plant in Mulberry, according to a pollution 
notice the Tampa-based Fortune 500 company filed with Florida environment 
regulators. The tear was later confirmed by the company. This would be the third 
such incident since 2016. 
 

• In November 2022, Mosaic's potash mining in the Carlsbad area of New Mexico 
contaminated local groundwater supplies with the risk of impacting the Pecos River, 
according to the state Environment Department. After the incident, the department 
called for more testing and reporting from the company.  
 

• In September 2022, Florida environmental groups flagged serious concerns about the 
inadequacy of mine-head phosphogypsum stacks, including one belonging to Mosaic 
in Tampa Bay, to handle intense rainfall during hurricanes. A spill from the stack can 
exert irreversible effects on the aquatic environment. 
 

• In June 2022, an ammonia leak from Mosaic’s fertiliser plant in St. James Parish, 
Louisiana, forced the closure of a nearby road until the spill was brought under 
control. 
 

• In March 2022, the Florida Department of Environment was investigating a possible 
tear in the protective liner in a wastewater pit that could leak toxins into the 
environment and seriously contaminate groundwater. 
 

• In October 2021, Mosaic reported an unauthorised discharge of about 6 million 
gallons of turbid water from its phosphate mine in Florida. The water spilt into a 
nearby creek. 
 

• In August 2021, a phosphoric acid tank in Mosaic’s New Wales, Florida, fertiliser plant 
failed, resulting in a spill of 1,700 tons of acid, most of which was contained within 
another holding tank. 
 

• In May 2020, central Florida homeowners sued the Mosaic Company over radiation 
health risks from phosphate mining. The plaintiffs accused Mosaic and two property 
developers of failing to disclose the presence of dangerous radiation contamination in 
and around the neighbourhoods, causing residents to be exposed to gamma radiation 
levels beyond what is deemed safe for humans. 
 

• In October 2019, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection launched an 
investigation into a seepage problem at one of the company’s massive 
phosphogypsum stacks. 
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• Between 2019 and 2023, The Mosaic Company paid more than 400.000 USD in 
environmental liabilities for 12 cases, according to the violation tracker project of 
Good Jobs First.  

https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/mosaic-co
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/mosaic-co

