
 
 
 

Controversies: Solvay 

After the Solvay/Syensqo split, all controversies were checked and assigned to the 

successor company. When “Solvay” is named, it reflects the former company name but is 

now owned by Syensqo. 

 

 

• In November 2022, a Solvay company town in Tuscany, Italy, was divided over 

conducting a health study to inquire into the health impacts caused by decades of 

dumping mercury-tainted waste by Solvay onto a local beach. Responding to a 

shareholder question in 2022, Solvay admitted to having discharged wastes 

containing 20 tonnes of neurotoxic mercury onto the Tuscany beach each year for the 

four years ending 2021. 

 

• In September 2022, Solvay agreed to spend 15 million euros on investment to slash 

marine discharge of limestone residue from its soda ash plant in Italy, ending a 

dispute with activist shareholder Bluebell Capital Partners. 

 

• In March 2022, as Solvay’s soda ash factory on the Tuscan coast in Italy continued to 

discharge more than 250,000 tons of wastewater into the bay, fears of mercury 

pollution were mounting locally. 

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Solvay and its subsidiaries did not pay any environmental 

liability according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. The cases listed 

there in September 2024 all belong to the new owner, Syensqo. 
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