
 
 
 

Controversies: Lotte Chemical 

• In 2023, a study by Australian organisation Minderoo showed Lotte Chemical is one 
of 20 petrochemical companies responsible for producing more than 50 per cent of 
single-use plastic waste worldwide. 

 
• In February 2022, a fire broke out at a chemical production facility in Westlake, LA, 

jointly operated by Lotte Chemical and Axiall, a Westlake Chemical subsidiary. No 
injuries were reported. 

 
• In February 2022, an explosion and fire at Lotte’s polybutadiene plant in Malaysia 

injured three workers and sent a fireball that could be seen from Singapore. 
 
• In March 2020, an explosion at a chemical plant in Seosan, South Korea, left 32 

persons injured. The explosion was triggered by a fire at a compressor in a naphtha 
cracker. 

 

• In September 2019, a fire broke out at the Lotte Chemical Titan Holding plant in 
Johor, Malaysia. No injury was reported onsite. 

 

• In 2019, Lotte Chemical was one of the top companies, along with LG and Hanwah, 
that were under investigation for Korea’s Hazegate scandal, where it was found 
colluding with pollution reporting agencies to fudge and misreport emissions data. 

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Lotte Chemical paid more than 250.000 USD in 
environmental liabilities for 2 cases, according to the violation tracker project of Good 
Jobs First. 
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