
 
 
 

Controversies: Indorama Ventures 

• In October 2023, a civil penalty of $40,000 was assessed by the Alabama 

Department of Environmental Management on Indorama for discharging more than 

the state indirect discharge permit allowed into the Athens Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. After being warned by the department in 2022, Indorama responded by 

planning to install a neutralisation system to control pH levels but faced delays due to 

required process modifications. 

 

• In May 2023, a case study, Hidden Hazards, by Defend Our Health, was published. It 

investigated Coca-Cola and its plastic bottle chemical supply chain. Indorama was 

shown to be the leading polluter when it came to both wastewater discharge and air 

emissions. One of the main pollutants was 1,4-dioxane.  

 

• In January 2023, a fire took place in Indorama's plant in Cadiz, Spain. Black smoke 

came from the plant, and residents reported a strong chemical smell and were asked 

to remain indoors. No health or environmental impacts to the community were 

reported. 

 

• In 2023, Indorama Ventures was ranked 11 in the Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index 

Report 2023. The report was prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the 

Political Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

 

• In 2023, Indorama Ventures was ranked 4 in the Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index Report 

2023. The report was prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the Political 

Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

 

• In 2023, it was found that out of just 20 petrochemical companies contributing to more 

than 50 per cent of all single-use plastics that end up in our environment. Indorama 

was the fourth largest contributor. 

 

• In September 2022, Fenceline residents were advised to stay indoors after a 

chemical mixture containing diphenyl oxide and biphenyl leaked from Indorama's 

Nakhon Pathom plant in the early hours of the day. 

 

• In June 2022, parts of a highway near Indorama’s facility in Sulphur, Louisiana, were 

closed after high levels of benzene were detected following a spill of benzene-laced 

pyracantha that leaked when workers were emptying a container for cleaning. 

 

• In June 2022, the Uzbek Forum for Human Rights alleged that Indorama’s EBRD-

funded cotton farming venture in the country has failed to implement its Environment 

and Social Action Plan, has abused labour rights, and has not fully disclosed the 

extent of use and impact of agrochemicals. 

https://www.mitchellwilliamslaw.com/pretreatment-enforcement/clean-water-act-alabama-department-of-environmental-management-and-polyethylene-terephthalate-pellet-production-facility-enter-into-consent-order
https://defendourhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FINAL-DOH-PlasticBottles-Report_5.20.2023.pdf
https://defendourhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FINAL-DOH-PlasticBottles-Report_5.20.2023.pdf
https://www.indoramaventures.com/en/updates/press-releases/2003/fire-incident-in-spain-contained-with-no-major-disruptions
https://www.chronicle.gi/fire-in-petrochemical-plant-sends-black-smoke-over-bay/
https://www.chronicle.gi/fire-in-petrochemical-plant-sends-black-smoke-over-bay/
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current
https://cdn.minderoo.org/content/uploads/2023/02/04205527/Plastic-Waste-Makers-Index-2023.pdf
https://cdn.minderoo.org/content/uploads/2023/02/04205527/Plastic-Waste-Makers-Index-2023.pdf
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2397948/nakhon-pathom-chemical-leak-prompts-warning
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2397948/nakhon-pathom-chemical-leak-prompts-warning
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2397948/nakhon-pathom-chemical-leak-prompts-warning
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/chemical-leak-reported-indorama-plant
https://www.uzbekforum.org/indorama-agro-project-uzbekistan-unmitigated-human-rights-violations-persist/
https://www.uzbekforum.org/indorama-agro-project-uzbekistan-unmitigated-human-rights-violations-persist/


 
 
 

 

• In April 2022, the Port Neches area in Jefferson County, Texas, had the highest 

excess cancer risk in the US, a situation contributed to largely by emissions of 

benzene and ethylene oxide from the nearby Huntsman Petrochemical’s facility (now 

owned by Indorama). 

 

• In March 2022, tens of thousands of pounds of various emissions, including carbon 

monoxide and the compounds that make up ground-level ozone, were released 

during an operations upset at Indorama’s Port Neches plant.  

 

• In January 2022, a study by Planet Tracker called out institutional investors for 

financing the Dirty 30 manufacturers, including Indorama, of single-use plastics 

despite their commitments to fight climate change. 

 

• In July 2021, the Eleme local government in Rivers State cautioned Indorama against 

any recurrence of river pollution following an incident of toxic wastewater discharge 

by the company into the Okulu River. 

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Indorama Ventures paid more than 70.000 USD in 

environmental liabilities for 3 cases, according to the violation tracker project of Good 

Jobs First. 

https://247wallst.com/special-report/2022/04/09/23-places-where-industrial-air-pollution-is-so-bad-it-causes-cancer/6/
https://247wallst.com/special-report/2022/04/09/23-places-where-industrial-air-pollution-is-so-bad-it-causes-cancer/6/
https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Documents-show-Indorama-flaring-released-carbon-16997363.php%09%09https:/www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Documents-show-Indorama-flaring-released-carbon-16997363.php
https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Documents-show-Indorama-flaring-released-carbon-16997363.php%09%09https:/www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Documents-show-Indorama-flaring-released-carbon-16997363.php
https://www.esginvestor.net/investors-shift-from-single-use-plastic/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/indorama-ventures
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/indorama-ventures

