
 
 
 

Controversies: Ecolab 

• In July 2023, Los Angeles Waterkeeper alleged Hydroform USA Inc. and Nalco Co. to 

have discharged polluted stormwater in violation of their Clean Water Act permits in 

two complaints filed in federal court in California. Nalco Water, an Ecolab company, 

released pollutants—including zinc, ammonia, oil, and iron—from their facilities in 

Carson, California. 

 

• In April 2023, a personal injury lawsuit was filed against Ecolab in Texas Northern 

District Court. A former Ecolab maintenance technician alleged that he suffered 

second-degree burns and other injuries after a hose broke loose in his workplace, 

spraying him with acid. The suit claimed that broken washout stations delayed 

cleaning the acid, worsening his injuries. 

 

• In 2023, the Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index, with its Nalco facility in Fresno, Texas, 

contributed to 99% of the company’s air toxicity load. The report was prepared based 

on 2021 public emissions data by the Political Economy Research Institute at the 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

 

• In August 2022, a citizen and river user filed a suit against Ecolab in a California 

district court, alleging that its City of Industry, California, facility was discharging 

polluted wastewater into the San Gabriel River in violation of environmental norms. 

 

• In April 2022, Greensboro city officials in North Carolina asked companies, including 

Ecolab, in Greensboro to review their facilities to assess if any of them were the 

source of a 1,4 dioxane discharge into the Maw River, the city's drinking water 

source. This was the second incident in six months.  

 

• In January 2022, five workers exposed to Ecolab’s corrosive cleanser Oxycide filed a 

lawsuit against their employer, Sacramento, California-based Sutter Health. 

 

• In October 2021, the US EPA levied a USD 214,507 penalty from Ecolab over 

violations of hazardous waste and pesticide laws related to a 2019 fire. 

 

• In August 2021, residents near the port of Wilmington, North Carolina, objected to 

Ecolab’s proposal to fumigate export-bound logs with methyl bromide and phosphine 

owing to the chemical’s toxicity and ozone-depleting potential. 

 

• In February 2020, a class action lawsuit was filed against Ecolab in Minnesota, 

seeking to represent a nationwide class of current or former hospital housekeepers. 

Three plaintiffs alleged that they had sustained personal injuries from using the 

company’s cleaning products. Several injuries from use of the products have been 

reported, including burning of the eyes, nose and throat, nasal problems, coughing, 

headaches, dizziness, nausea, nose bleeds, asthma-like symptoms, respiratory 
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irritation, skin burns, rashes, and other reactions affecting pulmonary and respiratory 

functions. Ecolab was later accused of hiding the health risks of their disinfectants. 

 

• In December 2019, a city worker and an Ecolab employee were offloading a tanker at 

a wastewater treatment plant in Martinsburg, West Virginia, when “a dangerous 

chemical reaction” occurred. The chemical reaction caused a blue haze and bleach-

like fumes to settle throughout the city, resulting in mass evacuation of Martinsburg’s 

downtown area and nearby neighbourhoods. 

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Ecolab paid more than 500.000 USD in environmental 

liabilities for 7 cases, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 

https://www.law360.com/articles/1272270/ecolab-accused-of-hiding-health-risks-in-its-disinfectants
https://eu.heraldmailmedia.com/story/news/local/2020/01/04/business-owner-attorneys-join-litigation-seeking-damages-from-chemical-leak/115860706/
https://eu.heraldmailmedia.com/story/news/local/2020/01/04/business-owner-attorneys-join-litigation-seeking-damages-from-chemical-leak/115860706/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/ecolab
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/ecolab

