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Controversies: Eastman Chemical

e In September 2023, the Pennsylvania Shapiro Administration secured a $100 million
settlement from Monsanto, Solutia Inc., and Pharmacia LLC over PCB contamination
in Pennsylvania. The settlement would cover cleanup costs and fund further
remediation efforts, with $8 million designated for impacted communities and the rest
distributed among state agencies involved in fighting PCB pollution.

e In 2023, Eastman ranked 26 in the Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index. The report was
prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the Political Economy Research
Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

e In 2023, the Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index, with its plant in Kingsport, Tennessee,
contributed to more than 98% of the company’s water-borne hazards. The report was
prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the Political Economy Research
Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

e In December 2022, an audit by the Tennessee Comptroller cited the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation for Eastman Chemical pollution. The
audit found that the state has more work to do to bring the company in line with Clean
Air Act standards. It is the only area in Tennessee that has failed to meet those
national guidelines, the audit noted.

e In September 2022, a study conducted on toxic pollution in waterways in the USA
ranked Eastman's plant in Kingsport, Tennessee, at #12 by toxicity-weighted releases
based on data from 2020.

e In August 2022, the people of the State of lllinois, including Rel. Kwame Raoul,
Attorney General, announced a lawsuit against Monsanto Company and its affiliates
Solutia Inc. and Pharmacia LLC for the continued environmental and human health
effects of Monsanto’s decades-long production of polychlorinated chemicals.

e InJuly 2022, Eastman Chemical Company experienced a power outage at its
Kingsport facility, leading to a plant shutdown. Oil was released into the river, and
methyl iodide, iodine, and ethylene glycol were released into the air. Eastman officials
said the release posed no danger to people, and TDEC staff said they observed no
harm to fish or other aquatic life.

e In April 2022, a ProPublica investigation showed Eastman is one of five companies
whose carcinogenic emissions cover more square miles of pollution hotspots than
any other companies in the US.

e In March 2022, Eastman Chemical Company Harrison County was made to pay a
penalty of $27,000 for violating the emissions rate in 2021.


https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DEP_details.aspx?newsid=1803
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DEP_details.aspx?newsid=1803
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://tennesseelookout.com/2022/12/20/audit-cites-tennessee-department-of-environment-and-conservation-for-eastman-chemical-pollution/
https://tennesseelookout.com/2022/12/20/audit-cites-tennessee-department-of-environment-and-conservation-for-eastman-chemical-pollution/
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/AME-USP-FG-Wasting-our-Waterways-Sep22-revd-101222.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/46cb5eb3f0/202208-29%20RAOUL%20FILES%20LAWSUIT%20AGAINST%20MONSANTO%20FOR%20CONTINUED%20EFFECTS%20OF%20PCB%20CONTAMINATION.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/46cb5eb3f0/202208-29%20RAOUL%20FILES%20LAWSUIT%20AGAINST%20MONSANTO%20FOR%20CONTINUED%20EFFECTS%20OF%20PCB%20CONTAMINATION.pdf
https://www.timesnews.net/news/local-news/eastman-power-outage-shut-down-result-in-release-into-air-water/article_1dc61aac-09d0-11ed-a79a-87bda5f56fd6.html
https://www.timesnews.net/news/local-news/eastman-power-outage-shut-down-result-in-release-into-air-water/article_1dc61aac-09d0-11ed-a79a-87bda5f56fd6.html
https://247wallst.com/special-report/2022/04/09/23-places-where-industrial-air-pollution-is-so-bad-it-causes-cancer/
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/agency/decisions/agendas/backup/2021/2021-1017-air-e.pdf
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e In March 2022, the city of Los Angeles sued Eastman-owned Solutia for past and
future costs of dealing with contamination of waterways by long-banned chemicals
called polychlorinated biphenyls.

e InJanuary 2022, a high-pressure steam line failure at Eastman’s Kingsport plant in
Tennessee injured five workers and spread a plume of debris contained across the
area. Eastman officials found traces of asbestos in some of the debiris, likely from
insulation in the plant's piping. Eastman later reported three discharges totalling 2.4
million pounds of wastewater into the Holston River (Tennessee) following the steam
line failure. In February 2022, residents of Kingsport community, Tennessee, filed a
class action lawsuit alleging exposure to toxic chemicals following the explosion. In
April 2022, Eastman estimated that the incident reduced the company’s adjusted
earnings by $125 million, an estimated $75 million gross profit impact from lower
sales revenue and about $50 million of accelerated costs.

¢ In November 2021, the area surrounding Eastman Chemical’s plant in Longview,
Texas, was identified as the highest risk area in Longview, a region identified as one
of the toxic and carcinogenic air pollution hotspots in the US.

e In April 2021, Eastman Chemical Company disclosed that it had released more than
5,000 pounds of ethylene glycol into the Holston River.

o Between 2019 and 2023, Eastman Chemical paid more than 3.5 million USD in
environmental liabilities for 28 cases, according to the violation tracker project of
Good Jobs First.


https://apnews.com/article/business-environment-lawsuits-los-angeles-monsanto-co-424d4006ca66d9c37a41fffef53ec68f
https://apnews.com/article/business-environment-lawsuits-los-angeles-monsanto-co-424d4006ca66d9c37a41fffef53ec68f
https://www.timesnews.net/news/local-news/eastman-rupture-leads-to-three-discharges-into-holston-river/article_27661442-89f9-11ec-a771-47098ed436fb.html
https://www.timesnews.net/news/local-news/eastman-rupture-leads-to-three-discharges-into-holston-river/article_27661442-89f9-11ec-a771-47098ed436fb.html
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/eastman-steam-line-failure/eastman-estimates-125-million-impact-from-steam-line-incident/
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/eastman-steam-line-failure/eastman-estimates-125-million-impact-from-steam-line-incident/
https://www.kltv.com/2021/11/19/longview-has-hot-spot-cancer-causing-air-according-propublica-report/
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/4846-pounds-of-compound-released-into-holston-river-during-january-incident-eastman-says-in-letter/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/eastman-chemical
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/eastman-chemical

