
 
 
 

Controversies: Corteva 

• In November 2023, Chemours, Dupont De Nemours, and Corteva reached a 
settlement agreement with the U.S. state of Ohio for $110 million to resolve claims 
associated with toxic "forever chemicals." Chemours said it would be responsible for 
half of the settlement costs; DuPont would provide about $39 million, and Corteva is 
expected to cover the rest. 
 

• In October 2023, a power loss triggered two separate releases of hazardous 
materials at the Corteva Pittsburg plant in California. 
 

• In June 2023, Chemours, Dupont, and Corteva agreed to a $1.19 billion settlement 
for PFAS-related claims that they contaminated U.S. public water systems with toxic 
"forever chemicals." Chemours said it would contribute half the agreed amount, while 
DuPont and Corteva would provide the remainder. 
 

• In December 2022, a federal appeals court ruled the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency unlawfully approved a pesticide made by Corteva Agriscience for expanded 
uses without determining if it endangered honeybees. 
 

• In September 2022, the US Federal Trade Commission and state partners sued 
pesticide manufacturers Syngenta and Corteva after the companies allegedly paid 
distributors to exclude competitors’ more affordable generic options for essential 
farming products. 
 

• In September 2022, Corteva committed to thoroughly testing and cleaning in New 
Plymouth. The promise came after lobbying from groups including Taranaki Iwi 
chairwoman Jacqui King and New Plymouth mayor Neil Holdom. 
 

• In May 2022, the Massachusetts Attorney General sued 13 PFAS manufacturers, 
including Corteva, for harming the state’s drinking water supply and damaging natural 
resources. 
 

• In March 2022, Cumberland County in North Carolina filed a lawsuit against the 
Chemours, Corteva, and DuPont chemical companies, saying they had severely 
contaminated the county's groundwater with toxic PFAS chemicals. 
 

• In March 2022, a federal court ruled that New Jersey litigation against four 
companies, including Corteva, will continue after it denied a motion to dismiss a case 
involving PFAS contamination of four different sites in New Jersey. 
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• A South Carolina federal court ruled in March 2022 that Dupont and Corteva faced 
lawsuits by municipalities in Massachusetts, Florida, and South Dakota that say old 
DuPont spun off its chemicals business to avoid liability for PFAS contamination. 
 

• In February 2022, Corteva and other producers of PFAS faced a lawsuit filed by the 
state of Colorado, which accused the companies, including Corteva, of negligence, 
public nuisance, trespassing, and unjust enrichment. The suit seeks compensation for 
the assessment, remediation, and monitoring of PFAS-contaminated water sources. 
 

• In February 2022, Communities for a Better Environment joined a lawsuit against 
Corteva, Dow, and others by the California Department of Toxic Substances to clean 
up its agrochemical facility in Pittsburgh. The plant, which is located in a low-income 
community of colour, has been illegally treating hazardous waste. 
 

• In January 2022, a federal court approved a final consent decree under which Dupont 
and Corteva agreed to pay a civil penalty of $3.1 million for environmental violations, 
pollution, and mishandling of chemical and hazardous substances at Dupont’s facility 
in Orange, Texas. 
 

• In November 2021, California's largest groundwater agency sued 3M, Corteva, 
Chemours and other manufacturers and sellers of industrial and consumer products 
over claims that the products contained PFAS chemicals that polluted drinking water 
in Los Angeles. 
 

• In August 2021, following a US federal court ruling on April 29, the US EPA 
announced that it would ban chlorpyrifos — a pesticide linked to worker poisonings 
and learning disabilities in children — on food grown or imported into the US. 
 

• In July 2021, Corteva faced a potential class-action lawsuit after several California 
parents filed suit claiming that the use of the insecticide chlorpyrifos around their 
homes resulted in birth defects, brain damage, and developmental problems in their 
children. 
 

• In July 2021, it was estimated that 650,000 acres of soybeans were damaged by 
dicamba in Arkansas, and dicamba complaints filed with the state had increased at a 
rate not seen since 2017. 
 

• In July 2021, DuPont, Chemours and Corteva were to pay millions of dollars to the 
state of Delaware as part of a settlement reached between the parties. The 
agreement related to decades of damage done to Delaware’s environment through 
toxic PFAS chemicals produced by the companies. 
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• In July 2021, several companies, including Corteva, settled a putative class-action 
lawsuit by residents of a New York town by agreeing to pay $65.25 million to resolve 
claims that the companies contaminated the town's drinking water with toxic PFAS. 
 

• In June 2021, six companies, including Bayer, Corteva, and Syngenta, that sent 
pesticide-treated seed to the AltEn ethanol plant had to assume responsibility for 
cleaning up contaminated solid and liquid waste at the now-defunct plant south of 
Mead, Nebraska. 
 

• In May 2021, Bank of America double downgraded Corteva shares from "Buy" to 
"Underperform", citing insecticide chlorpyrifos-related litigation risks as "an increasing 
concern". 
 

• In April 2021, four municipalities in the Netherlands filed complaints alleging 
contamination of land and groundwater resulting from the emission of PFOA and 
GenX by Corteva, DuPont and Chemours. 
 

• In March 2021, 32 workers engaged by Pioneer Hi-Bred, a Corteva subsidiary, filed a 
lawsuit for two 2019 incidents alleging that they were exposed to aerially sprayed 
pesticide while working at an Illinois cornfield. They also alleged that Corteva failed to 
provide adequate decontamination measures to protect workers. 
 

• In January 2021, DuPont, Chemours and Corteva announced a cost-sharing 
agreement worth $4 billion to settle lawsuits involving the historic use of the highly 
toxic PFAS. 
 

• In January 2021, a federal court indicted Dupont, now Corteva, and a former 
employee for their roles in a 2014 poisonous gas leak that killed four workers at 
Dupont’s plant in La Porte, Houston. 
 

• In July 2020, Corteva paid close to 3.2 million USD to settle alleged violations of 
federal pollution control laws at a plant in La Porte, Texas, since an accident killed 
four workers there in 2014. The property transferred to Corteva after DuPont merged 
with DOW in 2019. 
 

• In December 2019, three environmental groups sued Corteva for violating hazardous 
waste laws in Pittsburgh, California. 
 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Corteva paid more than 42 million USD in environmental 
liabilities, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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