
 
 
 

Controversies: Arkema 

• In December 2023,the environmental cleanup responsibility of the old Wellman 

Dynamics site in Iowa. A previous owner of Wellman Dynamics, WDC Acquisitions, 

alleged that Arkema, as the successor to past owners of the plant, owes a duty to 

WDC to dispose of solid and hazardous wastes in a manner that prevents their 

release into the environment and that it has failed to do so in a timely and effective 

manner. 

 

• In April 2023, Arkema was fined $15,097 for Environmental violations at Clear Lake, 

Harris County, Texas, as they failed to prevent unauthorised emissions. Specifically, 

Arkema released 123.06 lbs of volatile organic compounds ("VOC") and 5.23 lbs of 

carbon monoxide in December 2017. 

 

• In March 2023, 13 towns from southwest of Lyon decided to launch a collective action 

seeking compensation for remediating PFAS contamination caused by Arkema and 

Daikin manufacturing facilities in the Rhone prefecture. 

 

• In March 2023, more than two dozen companies, including Arkema, faced a toxic 

liability lawsuit as Birmingham City in Alabama joined the Birmingham Water Works in 

suing the companies for contaminating drinking water sources. 

 

• In February 2023, the town of Wayland joined 12 other Massachusetts municipalities 

to file a toxic liability lawsuit against Arkema and other PFAS manufacturers seeking 

reparations for contamination of water sources. 

 

• In January 2023, the city of Thornton, Colorado, filed a demand for a jury trial in a 

toxic liability case against Arkema and other PFAS manufacturers for contamination 

of water sources. The case was filed in the district court of South Carolina. 

 

• In January 2023, Arkema's Lyon plant was identified as a test site for the French 

government's plan to restrict production and release of PFAS. The plan was 

welcomed by the Metropolitan Government of Lyon but also criticised for its low 

ambitions.  

 

• In January 2023, eggs collected from 3 municipalities around Arkema's Lyon plant in 

France were shown to contain PFAS 16 times higher than safe levels. Residents 

were advised to avoid consuming eggs from these localities. The study of eggs from 

chicken coops in private homes was carried out by regional and local government 

departments. 

 

• In 2023, Arkema was ranked 47 in the Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index Report 2023. 

The report was prepared based on 2021 public emissions data by the Political 

Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/agency/decisions/agendas/backup/2021/2021-0461-air-e.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/agency/decisions/agendas/backup/2021/2021-0461-air-e.pdf
https://www-lyoncapitale-fr.translate.goog/actualite/polluants-eternels-vers-une-plainte-collective-de-plusieurs-maires-du-sud-ouest-lyonnais?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc#google_vignette
https://www-lyoncapitale-fr.translate.goog/actualite/polluants-eternels-vers-une-plainte-collective-de-plusieurs-maires-du-sud-ouest-lyonnais?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc#google_vignette
https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2023/03/birmingham-suing-the-same-chemical-companies-as-birmingham-water-works-for-pfa-contamination.html
https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2023/03/birmingham-suing-the-same-chemical-companies-as-birmingham-water-works-for-pfa-contamination.html
https://www.metrowestdailynews.com/story/news/courts/2023/02/03/wayland-latest-ma-community-to-file-federal-suit-over-pfas-in-water/69863249007/
https://ewscripps.brightspotcdn.com/2f/6c/e800dbc04bf894ca3c573cab640c/final.Draft.2022.01.16%20city%20edits%20to%20City%20of%20Thornton%20AFFF%20MDL%20Complaint.mtk_CMR%20(1).pdf
https://ewscripps.brightspotcdn.com/2f/6c/e800dbc04bf894ca3c573cab640c/final.Draft.2022.01.16%20city%20edits%20to%20City%20of%20Thornton%20AFFF%20MDL%20Complaint.mtk_CMR%20(1).pdf
https://france3--regions-francetvinfo-fr.translate.goog/auvergne-rhone-alpes/rhone/lyon/pollution-aux-pfas-l-usine-chimique-d-arkema-a-lyon-sera-le-site-test-pour-le-plan-de-restriction-des-polluants-eternels-2696914.html?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://france3--regions-francetvinfo-fr.translate.goog/auvergne-rhone-alpes/rhone/lyon/pollution-aux-pfas-l-usine-chimique-d-arkema-a-lyon-sera-le-site-test-pour-le-plan-de-restriction-des-polluants-eternels-2696914.html?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://france3--regions-francetvinfo-fr.translate.goog/auvergne-rhone-alpes/rhone/lyon/perfluores-les-autorites-sanitaires-recommandent-de-ne-pas-manger-d-ufs-venus-de-3-communes-voisines-de-l-usine-arkema-pres-de-lyon-2696066.html?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-water-polluters-index-current


 
 
 

 

• In November 2022, an electric fire caused an explosion at Arkema Chemical's plant in 

Jarrie, France. No casualties or chemical spills were reported.  

 

• In November 2022, it was found that the 20 top spenders among petrochemical and 

oil and gas companies are funding US electoral candidates and hiring lobbyists to 

dilute climate and plastics regulation. 

 

• In October 2022, the prefecture of Rhone ordered Arkema to phase out the use of 

PFAS chemicals in its manufacturing processes by 2024. 

 

• In September 2022, Arkema agreed to pay $60,000 in civil suits to settle serious air 

pollution allegations levelled against its plastics plant in Mobile, Alabama. The 

Alabama Department of Environmental Management said it had increased the fine by 

$5,000 because of a previous air pollution violation by the company in 2020. 

 

• In September 2022, four workers were evacuated to a hospital by firefighters after 

they sustained serious injuries due to exposure to dimethyl disulfite following an 

accident at Arkema Chemical's plant in Lacq, France. 

 

• In June 2022, residents living near the Arkema and Elkem Silicones facilities in south 

Lyon, France, along with Notre affaire à tous, filed an appeal seeking action against 

the manufacturers for contaminating the environment with PFAS chemicals. 

 

• In May 2022, the Massachusetts Attorney General sued Arkema and 12 other 

manufacturers of PFAS-containing firefighting foam for damages to communities 

across Massachusetts. 

 

• In May 2022, the City of San Diego filed suit against twenty-four chemical companies, 

including Arkema, responsible for manufacturing, distributing, supplying, and/or 

selling aqueous film-forming foam (AF). 

 

• In May 2022, a Texas judge issued an order certifying a class of nearly 28,000 people 

involving 10,000 properties in a suit filed in the aftermath of the 2017 fire and 

explosions at the Arkema plant in Crosby, Texas. The properties were contaminated 

by tainted floodwaters after the low-lying Arkema site was inundated by Hurricane 

Harvey. 

 

• In May 2022, a news investigation found potentially toxic levels of PFAS compounds 

in soil, water, and human breast milk samples taken from a South Lyon region with 

two chemical plants run by Arkema and Daikin. 

• In March 2022, the city of Portsmouth, Ohio, sued Arkema and other companies, 

alleging that their products contaminated their drinking water with toxic chemicals. 

 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/fire-leads-explosion-southeast-france-103752431.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAKy1CQ4mW7mrBDsU0pG6fuSqRGxj9oIjSeap65NZiAwN2M7ibWtbsx0-VH6KKEffKXyC4d8WE8VJs47Y2N0AeRmoBETYpUQ6LBrUHW3jwizK2BTkMiYXTpxPAtMNOSuud4VvcavbDu3cPjik8dlyaOM7kfpHFFaFRIUmIM_WixhU
https://www-leprogres-fr.translate.goog/environnement/2022/10/23/pollution-aux-pfas-la-prefecture-accorde-un-sursis-a-arkema-jusqu-en-2024?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://www-leprogres-fr.translate.goog/environnement/2022/10/23/pollution-aux-pfas-la-prefecture-accorde-un-sursis-a-arkema-jusqu-en-2024?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://www.al.com/news/2022/09/mobile-county-chemical-plant-settles-serious-air-pollution-allegations-with-60k-fine.html
https://www-larepubliquedespyrenees-fr.translate.goog/economie/bassin-de-lacq/lacq-quatre-employes-du-site-arkema-victimes-d-une-intoxication-12304375.php?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://www.rue89lyon.fr/2022/06/01/pollution-aux-perfluores-au-sud-de-lyon-arkema-et-elkem-silicones-attaques-en-justice/
https://www.mass.gov/news/ag-healey-sues-manufacturers-of-toxic-forever-chemicals-for-contaminating-massachusetts-drinking-water-and-damaging-natural-resources
https://www.firelawblog.com/2022/05/23/san-diego-sues-afff-manufacturers-over-groundwater-contamination/
https://www.stagliuzza.com/in-the-news/houston-plant-fire-case-gets-class-cert
https://www.stagliuzza.com/in-the-news/houston-plant-fire-case-gets-class-cert
https://www.euronews.com/next/2022/05/13/forever-chemicals-how-toxic-are-the-levels-of-pfas-found-in-french-tap-water-and-breast-mi
https://www.euronews.com/next/2022/05/13/forever-chemicals-how-toxic-are-the-levels-of-pfas-found-in-french-tap-water-and-breast-mi
https://woub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Portsmouth-v-3M.pdf


 
 
 

• In March 2022, a former Ohio firefighter filed a class action lawsuit alleging that 

chemical giants, including Arkema, owed damages arising from exposure to PFAS-

containing firefighting chemicals. 

 

• In March 2022, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, filed a lawsuit against several 

manufacturers of PFAS chemicals, including Arkema, seeking penalties and 

compensation for remediating contaminated areas. 

 

• In February 2022, 15 Massachusetts firefighters filed a federal lawsuit naming 25 

companies, including Arkema, alleging harm due to exposure to PFAS chemicals. 

 

• In November 2021, the North Carolina Attorney General filed four separate lawsuits 

against 14 manufacturers — including Arkema — due to PFAS-containing Aqueous 

Film Forming Foam. 

 

• In May 2021, four lawsuits against five companies — including Arkema — were filed 

in the New Jersey Federal Court, alleging that chemicals emitted by these companies 

caused birth defects, cancers and other illnesses in dozens of people. 

 

• In March 2021, a fire broke out at Arkema subsidiary Sartomer America’s chemical 

plant at the Tightsqueeze Industrial Park in Chatham, Virginia, creating a “chemical 

smoke cloud”. 

 

• In November 2020, the State of New Jersey sued Arkema and another company over 

widespread pollution of drinking water and other natural resources by perfluorinated 

chemicals along the Delaware River. 

 

• In February 2020, a trial began regarding a fire and an explosion at an Arkema plant 

in Houston, Texas, following a flooding in 2017. The incident resulted in the 

evacuation of 200 residents, and 21 people, including first responders, were sent to 

the hospital. Later, toxic substances were found in soil, water and ash samples miles 

away from the plant. The company was accused of violating multiple environmental 

protection laws and was subject to a state lawsuit that sought one million USD in 

reparations. The company, CEO and plant manager were accused of recklessly 

releasing chemicals into the air due to the fire. Arkema and its vice president of 

logistics each faced a felony assault charge for allegedly misrepresenting the danger 

that the unstable chemicals at the plant posed to the community, but these charges 

were later dismissed. The plant has previously been penalised several times; Arkema 

was once fined 90,000 USD for ten serious safety violations found during an 

inspection. 

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, Arkema and its subsidiaries paid over 600.000 USD in 

environmental liabilities for 10 cases, according to the violation tracker project of 

Good Jobs First. 

https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/consumer-products/former-firefighters-class-action-lawsuit-over-toxic-forever-chemicals-gets-green-light/
https://levittownnow.com/2022/03/02/bucks-county-district-attorney-sue-chemical-companies-over-contamination/
https://levittownnow.com/2022/03/02/bucks-county-district-attorney-sue-chemical-companies-over-contamination/
https://www.heraldnews.com/story/news/fire/2022/02/19/fall-river-firefighter-files-lawsuit-against-pfas-chemical-companies/6834986001/
https://ncdoj.gov/attorney-general-josh-stein-files-four-lawsuits-against-14-companies-over-toxic-firefighting-foam/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2021/05/south-jersey-dozens-lawsuits-federal-court-pfas-heavy-metals-salem-gloucester-counties-witches-brew-dupont-chemours-solvay-arkema-3m-carneys-point/
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/chemical-plant-fire-creates-hazardous-smoke-cloud
https://cen.acs.org/environment/persistent-pollutants/Seeking-PFAS-cleanup-New-Jersey/98/web/2020/11
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2020/02/17/trial-to-begin-over-arkema-chemical-plant-fire-during-harvey/
https://weather.com/news/news/arkema-inc-flooding-explosion-lawsuit-crosby-texas-residents-hurricane-harvey
https://weather.com/news/news/arkema-inc-flooding-explosion-lawsuit-crosby-texas-residents-hurricane-harvey
https://abc13.com/arkema-plant-fire-hurricane-harvey-chemical-explosion-michael-keough-toxic-smoke/6423800/
https://abc13.com/arkema-plant-fire-hurricane-harvey-chemical-explosion-michael-keough-toxic-smoke/6423800/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=arkema
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=arkema

