
 
 
 

Controversies: 3M 

• In November 2023, OSHA announced that it had fined 3M $312,518 over the death of 

an employee at its Wisconsin plant in 2022. This fatal accident came a year after a 

similar incident killed another worker at a different 3M plant.  

 

• In October 2023, Singleton Schreiber and Fitzpatrick, Skemp & Butler filed two class 

action lawsuits in Wisconsin Federal Court against BASF, 3M, and several other 

corporations. The companies were alleged to be responsible for the contamination of 

private water supplies in the Town of Campbell after manufacturing firefighting foam 

(AF) or its components containing toxic PFAS compounds. 

 

• In July 2023, a California-led coalition of 22 U.S. states and territories took bipartisan 

legal action against a proposed settlement between the company 3M and water 

utilities affected by PFAS, arguing that the deal would shift accountability from the 

polluter to the providers. 3M had offered up to $10.3 billion to eligible public water 

suppliers over 13 years, with the caveat that the deal “is not an admission of liability.” 

 

• In November 2022, the state of California sued 3M and several other companies over 

decade-long PFAS pollution to recoup clean-up costs. 

 

• In November 2022, a South Carolina couple sued 3M, Chemours, and Dupont for 

polluting their well with PFAS chemicals. 

 

• In November 2022, 3M agreed to an EPA order to sample and provide treatment for 

PFAS contamination of drinking water near the Cordova, IL facility. 

 

• In October 2022, Rome, Georgia, filed two lawsuits over PFAS contamination in their 

waterways. According to the lawsuits, 3M and DuPont knew for years that PFAS 

posed serious risks to human health and the environment.  

 

• In September 2022, 3M and Wolverine Worldwide were ordered to pay $54 million to 

Michigan property owners harmed by PFAS contamination under a proposed 

settlement in a class action case issued in 2020.  

 

• In June 2022, Rubidoux Community Services District, California, sued 3M, DuPont, 

and other PFAS chemical manufacturers for contaminating groundwater supplies. 

 

• In May 2022, 3M agreed to pay a $2.84 million penalty after a two-year state 

investigation found widespread hazardous waste at the company's Cottage Grove 

facility in Minnesota.  

 

https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/national/11072023
https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/national/11072023
https://news.yahoo.com/california-led-coalition-takes-legal-232539377.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAADY73mWlOvSSsEXzO8RXFBPfpCSfwgCGd852WhkfFv_TKNwo4FSYTCFWel3x6kJVV7mkv7kvFBvruVce4LNqIEMon0-Hz5_355OJm-6f_h64l4oHDZGoqwd5L9QGUJotA1ycP4k6dA1Ptd-xQK_1lkha2d84THvNxxwu1A8bjg6V&guccounter=2
https://news.yahoo.com/california-led-coalition-takes-legal-232539377.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAADY73mWlOvSSsEXzO8RXFBPfpCSfwgCGd852WhkfFv_TKNwo4FSYTCFWel3x6kJVV7mkv7kvFBvruVce4LNqIEMon0-Hz5_355OJm-6f_h64l4oHDZGoqwd5L9QGUJotA1ycP4k6dA1Ptd-xQK_1lkha2d84THvNxxwu1A8bjg6V&guccounter=2
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/california-sues-3m-dupont-over-toxic-forever-chemicals-2022-11-10/
https://www.thestate.com/news/local/environment/article267907037.html
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/3m-agrees-epa-order-sample-and-provide-treatment-pfas-contamination-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/3m-agrees-epa-order-sample-and-provide-treatment-pfas-contamination-drinking-water
https://www.ajc.com/news/rome-is-grappling-with-toxic-forever-chemicals-fouling-waterways/PQ3OZY6W4ZHVJJKENNQEAUGHZ4/
https://www.ajc.com/news/rome-is-grappling-with-toxic-forever-chemicals-fouling-waterways/PQ3OZY6W4ZHVJJKENNQEAUGHZ4/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2022/09/wolverine-worldwide-3m-to-pay-54m-in-pfas-class-settlement.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2022/09/wolverine-worldwide-3m-to-pay-54m-in-pfas-class-settlement.html
https://www.wwdmag.com/contaminants/per-polyflouroalkyl-substances-pfas/article/11004251/rubidoux-community-services-district-files-a-lawsuit-against-3m-dupont-and-others-over-pfas-contamination
https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-news/3m-fined-2-8m-for-hazardous-waste-violations-in-cottage-grove


 
 
 

• In May 2022, the Massachusetts Attorney General sued 13 manufacturers, including 

3M, of PFAS used in firefighting foam for causing millions of dollars in damages to 

communities across Massachusetts.  

 

• In May 2022, the City of San Diego sued more than 20 companies, including 3M, over 

decades-long water contamination from PFAS, which had been found in samples 

from around southern California. 

 

• In May 2022, Dane County officials sued 3M as well as other firefighting foam 

manufacturers, alleging their products contaminated the area around the county's 

airport in Wisconsin.  

 

• In April 2022, the City of Portsmouth sued 3M, Dupont, and several other companies, 

alleging their products contaminated the city's drinking water with PFAS.  

 

• In April 2022, the Illinois Attorney General filed a lawsuit alleging that 3M 

manufactured and used PFAS chemicals for years, contaminating the environment 

around its Cordova facility.  

 

• In March 2022, Belgian authorities rejected 3M's appeal against a decision to tighten 

discharge standards for PFAS chemicals from 3M's Zwijndrecht plant. A $581 

settlement with the Flemish government for soil remediation and resolution of other 

identified damages related to PFAS contamination was agreed upon, but as of July 

2022, 3M is likely to have additional liabilities over and above the settlement. 

 

• In March 2022, a US district court allowed an Ohio firefighter to file a class action 

lawsuit against 3M and other manufacturers for knowingly manufacturing and 

distributing toxic PFAS chemicals and products.  

 

• In March 2022, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, filed a lawsuit against 3M and other 

manufacturers of PFAS for causing soil and water contamination throughout the 

region.  

 

• In February 2022, the Colorado Attorney General sued 15 manufacturers, including 

3M, of PFAS-containing firefighting foams for contaminating water sources and soil 

across the state.  

 

• In February 2022, 3M and 27 other manufacturers were reported to face a product 

liability lawsuit brought against them by 14 Massachusetts firefighters, alleging that 

their protective clothing contained PFAS chemicals associated with serious health 

disorders.  

 

• In February 2022, a 3M female employee was found dead at the Alexandria facility 

after getting trapped in machinery.  

https://www.mass.gov/news/ag-healey-sues-manufacturers-of-toxic-forever-chemicals-for-contaminating-massachusetts-drinking-water-and-damaging-natural-resources
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/san-diego-files-lawsuit-over-toxic-pfas-chemicals-water/509-e66e8f61-9808-4afd-995b-2dae85d690fc
https://apnews.com/article/business-wisconsin-lawsuits-environment-madison-4be1445d0548e62e9bc128b73ce118ab
https://apnews.com/article/business-wisconsin-lawsuits-environment-madison-4be1445d0548e62e9bc128b73ce118ab
https://woub.org/2022/04/29/portsmouth-pfas-forever-chemicals-water-lawsuit/
https://www.wqad.com/article/tech/science/environment/3m-cordova-illinois-lawsuit-water-chemicals-contaminated-polluted-pfas/526-5af65726-8484-4a2c-815e-892dcad0d9f5
https://www.wqad.com/article/tech/science/environment/3m-cordova-illinois-lawsuit-water-chemicals-contaminated-polluted-pfas/526-5af65726-8484-4a2c-815e-892dcad0d9f5
https://www.brusselstimes.com/209902/belgium-rejects-3m-appeal-further-tightens-standards-regarding-hazardous-pfas
https://www.techtimes.com/articles/277750/20220707/3m-bound-incur-more-losses-581-million-chemical-cleanup-pact.htm
https://www.techtimes.com/articles/277750/20220707/3m-bound-incur-more-losses-581-million-chemical-cleanup-pact.htm
https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/consumer-products/former-firefighters-class-action-lawsuit-over-toxic-forever-chemicals-gets-green-light/
https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/consumer-products/former-firefighters-class-action-lawsuit-over-toxic-forever-chemicals-gets-green-light/
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/2022/03/01/bucks-county-lawsuit-against-3-m-other-pfas-forever-chemicals-manufacturers/9322524002/
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/2022/03/01/bucks-county-lawsuit-against-3-m-other-pfas-forever-chemicals-manufacturers/9322524002/
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-ag-sues-makers-of-firefighting-foam-with-forever-chemicals
https://www.golocalprov.com/news/14-ma-firefighters-allege-they-were-poisoned-by-toxic-chemicals-in-their-pr
https://www.golocalprov.com/news/14-ma-firefighters-allege-they-were-poisoned-by-toxic-chemicals-in-their-pr
https://www.am1100theflag.com/news/local-news/43193-minnesota-3m-employee-killed-in-workplace-accident


 
 
 

• In February 2022, 3M, Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics, Honeywell, and residents 

of upstate New York secured a federal court's final approval for a $65 million class 

settlement resolving claims that their drinking water was contaminated with PFOA.  

 

• In January 2022, Prince George County, Maryland, sued 24 manufacturers, including 

3M, of PFAS-containing firefighting foam for $250 million, accusing the companies of 

failing to warn the public of the harmfulness of their products. 

 

• In January 2022, Woodbury, Minnesota, lost a municipal water well to polluting 

chemicals made by 3M. The city announced that four out of the city's 16 operating 

wells have now been shut down due to traces of PFcs found in the water.  

 

• In January 2022, the Charleston County Aviation Authority (running the Charleston 

International Airport in South Carolina) sued 3M and other manufacturers of PFAS-

containing firefighting foam for causing environmental contamination.  

 

• In January 2022, 3M and Daikin agreed to a $12 million water contamination 

settlement to resolve claims that they contaminated residential water sources in 

Alabama during periods between October 5, 2013 and September 26, 2016. 

 

• In November 2021, 3M shut down some operations at a factory in Belgium after the 

Flemish environmental agency banned emissions of PFAS in response to study 

results that found increased levels of PFAS chemicals in the blood of residents living 

within 3 km of the factory site. 

 

• In November 2021, California's largest groundwater agency sued 3M, Corteva, 

Chemours and other manufacturers and sellers of industrial and consumer products 

over claims that the products contained PFAS chemicals that polluted drinking water 

in Los Angeles. 

 

• In November 2021, North Carolina sued 3M, DuPont and other manufacturers of 

firefighting foams, claiming that the products contain toxic chemicals that contaminate 

the state's groundwaters. 

 

• In October 2021, 3M agreed to pay $98.4 million to settle claims over PFAS 

contamination of the Tennessee River from the manufacturing and disposal of the 

chemicals at its Decatur industrial site in Morgan County, Alabama, USA. 

 

• In October 2021, a fire broke out in 3M’s tapes and adhesives manufacturing facility 

in Knoxville, Tennessee, USA. 

 

• In the summer of 2021, four New Jersey towns and a water supplier sued 3M, DuPont 

and other PFAS producers for contaminating water sources. 

 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/litigation/3m-saint-gobain-honeywell-65-million-pfoa-deal-gets-final-nod
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/litigation/3m-saint-gobain-honeywell-65-million-pfoa-deal-gets-final-nod
https://www.militarypoisons.org/latest-news/prince-georges-county-md-sues-3m-dupont-and-other-toxic-foam-manufacturers-over-pfas-in-waterways
https://www.militarypoisons.org/latest-news/prince-georges-county-md-sues-3m-dupont-and-other-toxic-foam-manufacturers-over-pfas-in-waterways
https://sports.yahoo.com/3m-pollution-knocks-another-water-210500822.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJL-0Zh80VgVMEMT9LBEVld9_wnJQ6gFGKrl5j9gYbNwpTSwOlyBJgPofqooSKjMoAUKaq2eaits6nc8gVWYZzqc3jSjvN0fqqxIiTnzCafEAUBsuzVtiqXroVAEkfeeUiXN7itwdCxVVVLN_qzDrqUX6rW2j1hF0xkhgTZNJzGr
https://sports.yahoo.com/3m-pollution-knocks-another-water-210500822.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJL-0Zh80VgVMEMT9LBEVld9_wnJQ6gFGKrl5j9gYbNwpTSwOlyBJgPofqooSKjMoAUKaq2eaits6nc8gVWYZzqc3jSjvN0fqqxIiTnzCafEAUBsuzVtiqXroVAEkfeeUiXN7itwdCxVVVLN_qzDrqUX6rW2j1hF0xkhgTZNJzGr
https://sports.yahoo.com/3m-pollution-knocks-another-water-210500822.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJL-0Zh80VgVMEMT9LBEVld9_wnJQ6gFGKrl5j9gYbNwpTSwOlyBJgPofqooSKjMoAUKaq2eaits6nc8gVWYZzqc3jSjvN0fqqxIiTnzCafEAUBsuzVtiqXroVAEkfeeUiXN7itwdCxVVVLN_qzDrqUX6rW2j1hF0xkhgTZNJzGr
https://sports.yahoo.com/3m-pollution-knocks-another-water-210500822.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJL-0Zh80VgVMEMT9LBEVld9_wnJQ6gFGKrl5j9gYbNwpTSwOlyBJgPofqooSKjMoAUKaq2eaits6nc8gVWYZzqc3jSjvN0fqqxIiTnzCafEAUBsuzVtiqXroVAEkfeeUiXN7itwdCxVVVLN_qzDrqUX6rW2j1hF0xkhgTZNJzGr
https://www.postandcourier.com/environment/charleston-airport-authority-sues-3m-dupont-others-over-toxic-fire-fighting-foam/article_e7e89f32-6e6f-11ec-93d5-3f5d52ab20c8.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/environment/charleston-airport-authority-sues-3m-dupont-others-over-toxic-fire-fighting-foam/article_e7e89f32-6e6f-11ec-93d5-3f5d52ab20c8.html
https://rssfeeds.cloudsite.builders/2022/01/05/3m-daiken-alabama-water-contamination-12m-class-action-settlement/
https://rssfeeds.cloudsite.builders/2022/01/05/3m-daiken-alabama-water-contamination-12m-class-action-settlement/
https://www.kanner-law.com/3m-belgium-production-facility-compelled-to-shut-down-after-alarming-levels-of-pfas-found-in-flemish-citizens/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/california-agency-sues-3m-others-over-groundwater-contamination-2021-11-10/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/north-carolina-sues-3m-others-over-firefighting-foams-2021-11-04/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/north-carolina-sues-3m-others-over-firefighting-foams-2021-11-04/
https://www.reuters.com/business/3m-agrees-pay-98-mln-resolve-suits-over-forever-chemicals-2021-10-19/
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/industrial-fires-explosions/3m-tape-and-adhesive-plant-evacuated-during-fire
https://whyy.org/articles/n-j-towns-sue-makers-of-forever-chemicals-saying-companies-must-pay-for-cleanup/
https://whyy.org/articles/n-j-towns-sue-makers-of-forever-chemicals-saying-companies-must-pay-for-cleanup/


 
 
 

• In the summer of 2021, 3M, Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics Corp. and Honeywell 

International settled a putative class-action lawsuit by residents of a New York town 

by agreeing to pay $65.25 million to resolve claims that the companies contaminated 

the town's drinking water with a toxic chemical. 

 

• In April 2021, the state of Alaska filed a case against 3M, Dupont and others alleging 

environmental contamination by PFAS chemicals. 

 

• In February 2021, a toxic gas leak at 3M’s Zwijndrecht facility resulted in the release 

of 43 cubic metres of caustic sodium hydroxide, according to information from the 

Flemish waste management agency in Belgium (OVAM). At the same time, there 

were also news reports of 3M being involved in a PFAS scandal. Belgian regional 

authorities discovered that the plant in Zwijndrecht, which produced PFAS between 

1976 and 2002, has been dumping huge quantities of PFAS into the environment for 

years. The issue has elevated into national politics and is ongoing. 

 

• In December 2020, the city of Fullerton joined the Orange County lawsuit against 3M 

and a number of other chemical producers for alleged contamination of water by 

persistent chemicals. The lawsuit seeks damages and compensation for hundreds of 

millions of USD from the companies. 

 

• In May 2020, Tampa Bay Water, a regional supplier of water for more than 2,5 million 

people, filed a lawsuit against 3M and another chemical producer over contamination 

by perfluorinated chemicals in water supplies. 

 

• In January 2020, the State of Michigan sued 3M and a number of other chemical. 

Producers for contamination by persistent chemicals. 

 

• In November 2019, the State of New York sued 3M, Chemours, and Dupont for 

alleged contamination of drinking water by persistent chemicals. 

 

• In November 2019, two utilities in Nassau County, New York, sued 3M, Dupont, and 

Chemours for allegedly contaminating their water supplies with toxic PFAS. 

 

• In September 2019, executives from chemical companies 3M, DuPont, and 

Chemours faced questioning about their willingness to compensate individuals 

harmed by PFAS chemicals during a congressional hearing. The hearing revolved 

around whether these companies should share the costs of cleaning up PFAS 

contamination and covering the expenses associated with adverse health effects from 

these chemicals.  

 

• In June 2019, the State of Vermont sued 3M and Dupont over groundwater 

contamination by perfluorinated chemicals. 

 

• In June 2019, 3M admitted to unlawful release of a perfluorinated chemical to the 

Tennessee River that supplies drinking water to hundreds of thousands of people. 

https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/3m-others-reach-65-mln-deal-with-ny-town-over-pfoa-drinking-water-2021-07-22/
https://law.alaska.gov/press/releases/2021/040721-PFAS.html
https://www.brusselstimes.com/174394/leak-of-caustic-chemical-at-3m-in-february-this-year
https://bioplasticsnews.com/2021/06/13/3m-pfas-pollution-belgium/
https://fullertonobserver.com/2020/12/27/fullerton-joins-pfas-lawsuit-against-3m-dupont-others/
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/12/02/oc-water-districts-file-massive-lawsuit-over-pfas-contaminants/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/2020/05/19/tampa-bay-water-files-forever-chemicals-lawsuit-against-dupont-3m/
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/news/press-releases/2020/01/14/michigan-files-lawsuit-against-3m-dupont-and-others-for-pfas-contamination
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/news/press-releases/2020/01/14/michigan-files-lawsuit-against-3m-dupont-and-others-for-pfas-contamination
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/últimas-noticias/usa-new-york-state-sues-chemours-dupont-3m-for-alleged-contamination-of-drinking-water-by-toxic-substances/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product-liability-and-toxics-law/3m-dupont-chemours-hit-with-long-island-pfoa-claims
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product-liability-and-toxics-law/3m-dupont-chemours-hit-with-long-island-pfoa-claims
https://coastalreview.org/2019/09/forever-chemicals-execs-under-fire/
https://coastalreview.org/2019/09/forever-chemicals-execs-under-fire/
https://www.wcax.com/content/news/Vermont-sues-DuPont-3M-over-PFAS-contamination-511897812.html
https://cen.acs.org/environment/persistent-pollutants/3M-admits-unlawful-release-PFAS-in-Alabama/97/i26


 
 
 
 

• In May 2019, the State of New Hampshire sued DuPont and 3M, another chemical 

producer, for knowingly contaminating drinking water with hazardous perfluorinated 

chemicals. 

 

• In March 2019, the state of New Jersey ordered five companies to fund the clean-up 

of chemicals used at manufacturing sites that contaminated drinking water. 3M, 

DuPont, DowDuPont, Chemours, and Solvay were held accountable for pollution with 

PFAS chemicals under the state’s Spill Act and other environmental laws.  

 

• Between 2019 and 2023, 3M and its subsidiaries paid over 190 million USD in 

environmental liabilities for 19 cases, according to the violation tracker project of 

Good Jobs First. 

https://qz.com/1630348/dupont-and-3m-face-a-growing-list-of-water-contamination-lawsuits/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/drinking-water-toxins-pfas-dow-dupont-cleanup-chemicals-20190325.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/drinking-water-toxins-pfas-dow-dupont-cleanup-chemicals-20190325.html
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=3m-company
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=3m-company

