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Controversies: Sherwin-Williams

¢ In December 2022, Sherwin-Williams was among 85 companies that agreed to pay a total
of $150 million towards the clean-up of historical toxic contamination of the Passaic River
in New Jersey.

e In August 2022, the New Jersey Department of Environment announced an enforcement
action seeking to impose civil penalties and recover costs for the clean-up of a
contaminated industrial site from several companies, including Sherwin-Williams. The
paint manufacturer had disposed of hazardous waste at the site through a contractor who
is also a named defendant in the NJDEP's lawsuit.

e InJuly 2022, a minor fire was reported at Sherwin-Williams' Lubbock, Texas, plant. The
fire was brought under control within an hour without injuries or fatalities.

¢ In July 2022, Sherwin-Williams was one of several companies that were lobbying to defeat
the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act in the USA. The bill was designed to address
the problem of plastic pollution by mandating waste reduction and restricting the
expansion of plastic production.

e In April 2021, the US EPA released a plan for the next phase of the proposed clean-up for
a Sherwin Williams Superfund site in New Jersey. The plan involves cleaning up the
contamination caused by Sherwin Williams’ paint facility of three lakes and a creek.

¢ In January 2019, the South Coast Air Quality Management District sued Sherwin-Williams
for 30 million USD over claims that its paints violate air pollution standards. According to
the lawsuit, the company supplied solvents, wall coatings, paint thinners, sealants and
adhesives to businesses and its own retail outlets in Southern California that exceeded
allowable levels for certain smog-producing compounds.

e Between 2018 and 2022, Sherwin-Williams 2.4 million USD in fines for environmental
violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First.
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https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/01/23/south-coast-aqmd-claims-sherwin-williams-paints-violate-air-pollution-standards-sues-for-30m/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/sherwin-williams
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/sherwin-williams

