
 
 

 

Controversies: Sasol 
 

• In October 2022, a fire occurred at a Sasol chemical plant in Westlake, Louisiana, that 

produces petrochemicals and other products. The fire was caused by an unknown reason, 

and no injuries were reported.  

 

• In October 2022, a magistrate's court in Secunda, South Africa, summoned Sasol to 

respond to a criminal lawsuit over water pollution caused by its Secunda refinery. 

 

• In June 2022, aided by strong winds, sulfur dioxide releases from Sasol's Mpumalanga 

refinery spread as far as Joburg in a sinister reminder of a similar incident that affected 

Gauteng in 2021. 

 

• In March 2022, a South African court ordered the government to take measures to 

improve air quality in a key industrial zone, saying it had breached the constitution by 

failing to curb pollution by Sasol and Eskom. 

 

• In January 2022, ethylene oxide emissions from Sasol contributed to 39% of the excess 

estimated cancer risk in Mossville, according to an analysis by ProPublica, a Pulitzer-

winning investigative newsroom. 

 

• In January 2022, USEPA sent notices to Sasol’s Mossville, Louisville, plant citing 

violations of federal risk management rules following a ProPublica report that highlighted 

high cancer risk associated with emissions from the facility. 

 

• In January 2022, Sasol ranked 54 on the Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index with its Lake 

Charles facility in Westlake, Louisiana, contributing to almost all of its toxicity load 

 

• In March 2021, a former Sasol employee was reportedly harassed after blowing the 

whistle on Sasol’s negligence that releasing toxins into the Vaal River system. 

 

• In February 2020, the report Toxics Release Inventory ranked the Sasol complex of Lake 

Charles, Louisiana, number two among the US’ 100 biggest air toxics polluters, making 

them one of the world’s “super polluters”. Officials at Sasol said the report was wrong and 

not based on proper analyses. 

 

• In January 2020, an explosion and fire occurred at Sasol’s low-density polyethene plant in 

Lake Charles, Louisiana. According to the company, all workers were safe and accounted 

for after the blast. 

 

• In June 2019, environmental groups sued the South African government over its failure to 

crack down on Sasol refineries and Eskom power plants for causing severe air pollution in 
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the region. Sasolburg, where Sasol operates an oil refinery, frequently has worse air 

quality than Beijing and Jakarta, two of the world’s most polluted cities, according to 

AirVisual, an app that gives data on global air pollution levels. 

 

• In February 2019, an official at Sasol Secunda accused the petrochemical giant of 

intentionally polluting the Vaal River in a submission made to the South African Human 

Rights Commission (SAHRC) during its inquiry into the contamination of the river. SAHRC 

initiated the enquiry following complaints from residents over a foul smell from the river. 

Whistleblowers from the company claimed that the facility was illegally discharging 

vanadium and potassium carbonate into the river. 

 

• Between 2018 and 2022, Sasol and its subsidiaries paid 75,000 USD in fines for 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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