
 
 

 

Controversies: AkzoNobel 
 
• In December 2022, AkzoNobel was fined £800,000 (US $976,512) by the UK Health and 

Safety Executive for a near-fatal 2020 explosion that caused life-changing injuries to one 

worker. The Executive found that the company had failed to establish sufficient measures 

to control risk in the workplace. 

 

• In October 2022, AkzoNobel appeared before Plymouth Crown Court, where at the end of 

a nine-day hearing, they were found guilty on two charges for discharging a banned 

chemical into the Yealm estuary in Devon from its paint testing facility near Plymouth. 

 

• In September 2022, a spontaneous chemical combustion led to an explosion at 

AkzoNobel's warehouse in Nashville, Tennessee. Firefighters said a consignment of 

explosive organic peroxide was wrongly delivered to the warehouse. The chemical was 

meant to be stored at low temperatures but was left unrefrigerated because of the 

mistaken delivery. 

 

• In December 2022, AkzoNobel was listed at place 50 on the USA’s Top 100 Air Polluters 

Index. Nearly 100% of the emissions were from just one facility — AkzoNobel Aerospace 

Coatings in Waukegan, Illinois. 

 

• In June 2021, Asbestos was found at a former AkzoNobel site in Rochdale, UK, 

earmarked for new housing buildings despite a “clean-up” of the land more than ten years 

ago. 

 

• In August 2020, a fire at a coatings plant in Felling, England, operated by a subsidiary of 

AkzoNobel, caused serious burn injuries to one employee. 

 

• Between 2018 and 2022, AkzoNobel paid around 5 million USD in penalties for 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 

https://www.thechemicalengineer.com/news/company-fined-800-000-for-near-fatal-2020-explosion/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-paint-spills-banned-chemical-into-conservation-area
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/employees-safe-after-explosion-reported-at-akzo-nobel-warehouse
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/employees-safe-after-explosion-reported-at-akzo-nobel-warehouse
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/news-features/2/news-headlines/143262/asbestos-found-at-former-akzo-nobel-site-earmarked-for-169home-estate-despite-%E2%80%98clean-up%E2%80%99-more-than-10-years-ago
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/industrial-fires-explosions/worker-hurt-blaze-akzonobel-coatings-plant
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/akzo-nobel
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/akzo-nobel

