
 
 

Controversies: Westlake Chemical 

• In October 2021, workers were evacuated without injury after a tower containing mineral 

oil caught fire at Westlake Chemical’s facility in Gallman, Mississippi. 

 

• In September 2021, six workers were injured in an explosion at Westlake Chemical plant. 

 

• In August 2021, Westlake Polymers was listed among the top ethylene polluters in 

Southwest Louisiana. 

 

• In April 2021, Westlake Chemicals and Axiall were among nine Lake Charles companies 

that will pay $5.5 million for contaminating the northern Calcasieu River estuary with 

their improper waste disposal practices over the past century. 

 

• In January 2021, Westlake Chemical ranks 66 in USA’s Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index 

and 62 in USA’s Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index. 

 

• On 30 November 2020, a 350,000 USD settlement regarding the mercury pollution of the 

Ohio River was made, compelling Eagle Natrium – a subsidiary of Axiall Corporation, 

which in turn is a subsidiary of Westlake Chemical – to install treatment technology 

designed to eliminate the violations of releasing more mercury into the Ohio River than 

allowed under the company’s permit. The settlement also compels the company to pay 

195,000 USD to a trust fund set up to reduce the methylmercury pollution of the Ohio 

River, and 25,000 USD in civil penalties to the US Treasury. 

 

• On 12 July 2020, three workers were injured at a Westlake Chemical plant manufacturing 

chlorine in Marshall County, West Virginia. There is no information available regarding 

the circumstances of the injuries. 

 

• On 27 August 2016, nine people were injured – although none severely – and several 

communities were evacuated after 17,000 gallons of chlorine gas leaked from Westlake 

Chemical subsidiary Axiall Corporation’s plant in West Virginia. 

 

• On 4 November 2015, American news outlet The Intercept published a feature piece 

about how several chemical companies – including Westlake Chemical subsidiary Axiall 

Corporation – have polluted the Louisiana town of Mossville, raising the dioxin levels of 

the residents to triple that of the general US population. 

 

https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/fire-westlake-chemical-compounds-plant
https://www.kktv.com/2021/09/28/6-injured-explosion-chemical-plant-louisiana/
https://healthygulf.org/2021/08/27/understanding-the-impact-of-ethane-development/
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_6272451c-a14a-11eb-bf01-130206b64851.html
https://grconnect.com/tox100wt/ry2019/index.php?search=yes&company2=7321
https://grconnect.com/tox100/ry2019/index.php?search=yes&company2=7321
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2020/12/settlement-requires-wv-chemical-plant-limit-mercury-pollution-pay-for-ohio
https://www.wvxu.org/environment/2020-01-20/mapping-out-the-toxic-wastewater-discharges-along-the-ohio-river
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/chemical/3-workers-hurt-incident-westlake-chemical-plant
https://www.wsj.com/articles/chlorine-leak-from-railcar-closes-axiall-corp-chemical-facility-in-west-virginia-1472324313
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/special_reports/chemical-leak-forces-evacuations-in-northern-panhandle/article_c10543e3-d41f-5f5d-854d-2ad3a23c6740.html
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/special_reports/chemical-leak-forces-evacuations-in-northern-panhandle/article_c10543e3-d41f-5f5d-854d-2ad3a23c6740.html
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/special_reports/ntsb-puts-axiall-chlorine-leak-size-at-17-000-gallons/article_1a9c9e45-6346-5cbb-92c2-a6e72177cdcc.html
https://theintercept.com/2015/11/04/erasing-mossville-how-pollution-killed-a-louisiana-town/


 
 

• On 20 December 2013, 18 people were injured in an explosion in the vinyl chloride 

manufacturing area of Westlake Chemical subsidiary Axiall Corporation’s plant in 

Westlake, Louisiana. 

 

• In addition, Westlake Chemicals and its subsidiaries have paid more than 4.8 million USD 

in penalties for 35 environmental violations between 2012 and 2021, according to the 

violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 

https://www.processingmagazine.com/news-notes/article/15582054/fire-injures-18-at-axialls-louisiana-chemical-plant
https://www.westlake.com/axiall-provides-update-fire-lake-charles-louisiana-chemicals-facility
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/westlake-chemical
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/westlake-chemical

