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Controversies Umicore

e InJanuary 2021, Umicore ranked 79 among USA’s Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index prepared

by the University of Massachusetts Institute based on 2019 public data.

e In October 2020, after reports of high levels of lead in children’s blood, Umicore offers to
buy houses surrounding its facility in Antwerp, Belgium.

e In Mars 2020, a fire was reported at Umicore’s facility in Antwerp, Belgium. No casualties
or injuries were reported.

e InJuly 2019, a fire was reported at Umicore’s facility in Antwerp, Belgium. No casualties
or injuries were reported.

e In September 2018, a man was reported killed after an explosion at Umicore Specialty
Chemicals in Arab, Alabama.

e In September 2018, a fire was reported at Umicore’s Hoboken facility in Antwerp. No
casualties or injuries were reported.

e InJuly 2018, the prefect of the Gard, France initiated a formal notice procedure aimed at
forcing Umicore to confine five former mining sites at Saint-Félix de Pallieres and Thoiras.
A study from Public Health France released earlier that month had shown high body
burden of arsenic and cadmium among the population around the mines in comparison
to the general population.

e InJanuary 2014, two workers repairing a tank at Umicore in Olen, Antwerp province,
were killed when the tank containing residue of hydrochloric acid exploded. The
investigation into the accident indicated that an unexpected accumulation of cobalt metal
led to a build-up of hydrogen in a storage tank. The tank then exploded during
maintenance work, without the two employees involved having made any mistakes.

e Between 2012 and 2021, Umicore paid no fines for environmental violations, according to
the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First.


https://grconnect.com/tox100/ry2019/index.php?search=yes&company2=6930
https://www.politico.eu/article/antwerps-toxic-recycling-problem/
https://www.politico.eu/article/antwerps-toxic-recycling-problem/
https://www.umicore.com/en/newsroom/news/fire-incident-in-hoboken-2/
https://www.umicore.com/en/newsroom/news/fire-incident-in-hoboken/
https://www.waaytv.com/content/news/One-man-is-dead-from-explosion-in-Arab-494300181.html
https://www.umicore.com/en/media/press/fire-at-umicores-facility-in-hoboken-now-extinguished
https://web.archive.org/web/20180714084137/http:/invs.santepubliquefrance.fr/Publications-et-outils/Rapports-et-syntheses/Environnement-et-sante/2018/Etude-d-impregnation-autour-d-anciens-sites-miniers-dans-le-Gard-et-echanges-avec-les-parties-prenantes-analyse-et-propositions
https://www.umicore.com/en/newsroom/update-regarding-the-accident-at-olen-site/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/umicore

