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Controversies: Formosa Chemicals & Fibre Corporation

Disclaimer: It has proven challenging to separate the controversies of the mother company
Formosa Plastics from the controversies belonging to the subsidiary Formosa Chemicals &
Fibre Corporation.

e Formosa Plastics Group’s six-decade track record is riddled with environmental, health,

safety, and labor violations, including devastating accidents and persistent pollution in

multiple countries, according to a comprehensive new report released in October 2021.

e In August 2020, the Council of Ethics recommended the exclusion of Formosa Chemicals

and subsidiary Formosa Taffeta in Vietnam from investment by the Norwegian Pension
Fund after determining that it had violated labour rights by illegal use of overtime,
discrimination and occupational safety violations.

e In September 2019, Formosa Chemicals & Fibre Corporation’s third aromatic
hydrocarbons plant in Mailiao in Yunlin County, Taiwan was accused of manipulating
Continuous Emissions Monitoring System (CEMS) data and fined 100,000 NT (about 3,500
USD) by the Yunlin County government, because it could not produce the minimum
amount of valid emissions data from the CEMS programme required by law.

e On 7 April 2019, more than 10,000 villagers from Mailiao, Yunlin county, in Taiwan had to
be evacuated following an explosion at the aromatics plant operated by Formosa
Chemical & Fiber Corporation. A preliminary fine of 5 million NT (about 162,000 USD) was
issued by the county government to the company over a violation of air pollution
regulations.

e On 17 November 2017, the company was hit with a fine of 41.2 million USD for
environmental breaches at one of its plants. The environmental bureau in Changhua
County, Taiwan said the company’s textile fibre plant had used a type of coal that does
not comply with its environmental impact assessment.

e On 7 March 2017, a Formosa Chemicals & Fibre Corporation plant in Mailiao, Yunlin
County, Taiwan suffered an explosion, leaving four employees injured. The Ministry of
Labour and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration ordered the area around
the accident to be immediately shut down for investigation.


https://www.ciel.org/news/new-report-on-formosa-plastics-group-reveals-danger-of-plastics-production/
https://www.ciel.org/news/new-report-on-formosa-plastics-group-reveals-danger-of-plastics-production/
https://etikkradet.no/formosa-chemicals-fibre-corp-formosa-taffeta-co-ltd-2/#:~:text=Investigations%20into%20working%20conditions%20at,occupational%20health%20
https://etikkradet.no/formosa-chemicals-fibre-corp-formosa-taffeta-co-ltd-2/#:~:text=Investigations%20into%20working%20conditions%20at,occupational%20health%20
https://english.cw.com.tw/article/article.action?id=2314
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201904/08/WS5caae4dca3104842260b4eb5.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201904/08/WS5caae4dca3104842260b4eb5.html
https://bnanews.bna.com/environment-and-energy/formosa-chemicals-gets-record-environmental-fine-in-taiwan
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3110350
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e Between 2012 and 2021, Formosa and its subsidiaries paid more than 7 millions USD in

penalties for 20 environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of
Good Jobs First.



https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=formosa-plastics
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=formosa-plastics

