
 
 

Controversies: Evonik Industries  

• In January 2021, Evonik ranked 63 in Political Ecology Research Institute’s Toxic 100 

Water Polluters Index list, with its facility in Pasadena, Texas contributing to nearly 69% of 

the company’s total water toxicity load. 

 

• In January 2021, Evonik ranked 44 in Political Ecology Research Institute’s Toxic 100 Air 

Polluters Index list, with its facility in Reserve, Louisiana contributing to more than 45% of 

the company’s total air toxicity load. 

 

• In December 2020, there was an explosion and fire in the Evonik Oil Additives site in 

Morrisburg, Canada in which one worker was injured. 

 

• In January 2016, one person was killed and three others were injured following an 

explosion at a chemical plant in Pasadena, Texas. Authorities report that the cause was 

due to an over-pressurized tank. The plant was operated by PeroxyChem, a subsidiary of 

Evonik Industries. 

 

• In November 2012, Evonik Jayhawk Fine Chemical Corporation, a subsidiary of the 

company, was fined close to 7,000 USD and asked to implement Supplemental 

Environmental Projects (SEP) amounting to 72,000 USD, due to failure of implementing or 

maintaining an adequate risk management prevention plan at its Galena, Kansas facility. 

 

• In April 2012, an explosion and subsequent fire killed two workers at Evonik Industries’ 

chemical plant in Marl, Germany, which produces cyclododecatriene, an intermediate 

used to make flame-retardants, flavours, and fragrances. About 130 fire fighters fought 

16 hours to extinguish the blaze. The explosion was caused by an over-dosage of a 

catalyst used to make CDT, according to an independent investigation commissioned by 

Evonik. 

 

• Between 2012 and 2021, Evonik Industries paid more than 1 million USD in fines for 12 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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