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Controversies: Eastman Chemical

e In November 2021, the area surrounding Eastman Chemical’s plant in Longview, Texas
was identified as the highest risk area in Longview, a region identified as one of the toxic
and carcinogenic air pollution hotspots in the US.

e In April 2021, Eastman Chemical Company disclosed that it had released more than 5,000
pounds of ethylene glycol into the Holston River.

e InJanuary 2021, Eastman ranked 10 in Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index, with its plant in
Longview, Texas contributing to more than 80% of the company’s air-borne hazard.

e InJanuary 2021, Eastman ranked 9 in Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index, with its plant in
Kingsport, Tennessee contributing to more than 93% of the company’s water-borne
hazard.

e On 5 December 2017, approximately 465 pounds of monomethylamine were released
into the air during a 20-minute leak at Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco’s plant in
Pace, Florida. No injuries were reported. Monometylamine is an extremely flammable
liquid and vapor that can cause severe skin irritation, burns, coughing, choking, headache,
dizziness, weakness, pulmonary edema, tightness in the chest, shortness of breath, bluish
skin, decreased blood pressure and increased heart rate.

e On 4 October 2017, an explosion occurred at Eastman Chemical’s plant in Kingsport,
Tennessee. No one was injured, but hydrogen and carbon monoxide were emitted as a
result of the explosions, according to the company. Eastman Chemical was later cited for
“serious violations” in connection with the explosion.

e In October 2016, the company settled a class action lawsuit over poisoned drinking water
from a chemical spill in Charleston, West Virginia, brought by at least 224,000 local
residents and 7,300 business owners in 2014. Eastman Chemical agreed to pay 25 million
USD to a general fund to be distributed among those affected. Eastman claims that it has
no fault or liability related to Freedom Industries chemical spill, resulting from a failure of
the bottom of a tank, which contained a blend of several chemicals and only one Eastman
product that hasn’t played a role in the tank’s failure. Eastman was not cited for
wrongdoing or non-compliance with any regulatory standards by any government entity.
Eastman participated in the global settlement with 25 million USD (in total 151 million
usD)


https://www.kltv.com/2021/11/19/longview-has-hot-spot-cancer-causing-air-according-propublica-report/
https://www.kltv.com/2021/11/19/longview-has-hot-spot-cancer-causing-air-according-propublica-report/
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/4846-pounds-of-compound-released-into-holston-river-during-january-incident-eastman-says-in-letter/
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/4846-pounds-of-compound-released-into-holston-river-during-january-incident-eastman-says-in-letter/
https://grconnect.com/tox100/ry2019/index.php?search=yes&company2=2095
https://grconnect.com/tox100wt/ry2019/index.php?search=yes&company2=2095
https://eu.pnj.com/story/news/2017/12/06/hazardous-material-leak-taminco-plant-contained/926537001/
https://eu.pnj.com/story/news/2017/12/06/hazardous-material-leak-taminco-plant-contained/926537001/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/eastman-chemical-plant-kingsport-tennessee-explosion-reported/
https://www.manufacturing.net/safety/news/13127779/explosion-rocks-eastman-plant-on-anniversary-of-deadly-1960-accident
https://www.ishn.com/articles/107378-toxic-emissions-no-injuries-in-tenn-chem-plant-blast
https://www.timesnews.net/news/business/eastman-cited-for-serious-violations-in-2017-explosions/article_acce593f-2426-5b56-bfdf-604446431553.html
https://www.timesnews.net/news/business/eastman-cited-for-serious-violations-in-2017-explosions/article_acce593f-2426-5b56-bfdf-604446431553.html
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/special_reports/eastman-chemical-settles-in-lawsuit-over-wv-water-crisis/article_962a3cec-b36f-5333-8a76-3424b20a4a40.html
https://heraldcourier.com/news/local/eastman-faces-lawsuit-over-chemical-spill-in-w-va/article_1e7a7604-7e61-11e3-9365-0019bb30f31a.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/11/01/500086140/-151-million-settlement-deal-reached-over-west-virginia-water-poisoning
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/11/01/500086140/-151-million-settlement-deal-reached-over-west-virginia-water-poisoning
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e In November 2015, more than 150 residents in Pace, Florida, signed on to a class-action
lawsuit against Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco, seeking relief from the highly
unpleasant odors (described as a “fishy smell”) that had been reported around Taminco’s
Pace facility for decades. According to Eastman, this lawsuit was filed just under seven
years ago and was settled for under $760,000 USD in January 2018.

e In November 2015, Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco was sentenced to pay
860,000 USD in penalty for losing meth ingredients.

e InJuly 2015, Eastman Chemical was fined for air pollution in Tennessee.
e According to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First, Eastman Chemical and its

subsidiaries paid more than 31 million USD in environmental violation penalties between
2012 and 2021 —including the abovementioned 25 million USD settlement.


https://eu.pnj.com/story/news/local/santa-rosa/2015/11/28/taminco-plant-being-sued-odors/76258802/
https://eu.pnj.com/story/news/local/santa-rosa/2015/11/28/taminco-plant-being-sued-odors/76258802/
https://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-allentown-taminco-meth-ingredient-sentence-20151123-story.html
https://www.wjhl.com/news/eastman-fined-again-this-time-for-air-pollution/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/eastman-chemical

