
 
 

Controversies: Eastman Chemical 

• In November 2021, the area surrounding Eastman Chemical’s plant in Longview, Texas 

was identified as the highest risk area in Longview, a region identified as one of the toxic 

and carcinogenic air pollution hotspots in the US. 

 

• In April 2021, Eastman Chemical Company disclosed that it had released more than 5,000 

pounds of ethylene glycol into the Holston River. 

 

• In January 2021, Eastman ranked 10 in Toxic 100 Air Polluters Index, with its plant in 

Longview, Texas contributing to more than 80% of the company’s air-borne hazard. 

 

• In January 2021, Eastman ranked 9 in Toxic 100 Water Polluters Index, with its plant in 

Kingsport, Tennessee contributing to more than 93% of the company’s water-borne 

hazard. 

 

• On 5 December 2017, approximately 465 pounds of monomethylamine were released 

into the air during a 20-minute leak at Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco’s plant in 

Pace, Florida. No injuries were reported. Monometylamine is an extremely flammable 

liquid and vapor that can cause severe skin irritation, burns, coughing, choking, headache, 

dizziness, weakness, pulmonary edema, tightness in the chest, shortness of breath, bluish 

skin, decreased blood pressure and increased heart rate. 

 

• On 4 October 2017, an explosion occurred at Eastman Chemical’s plant in Kingsport, 

Tennessee. No one was injured, but hydrogen and carbon monoxide were emitted as a 

result of the explosions, according to the company. Eastman Chemical was later cited for 

“serious violations” in connection with the explosion. 

 

• In October 2016, the company settled a class action lawsuit over poisoned drinking water 

from a chemical spill in Charleston, West Virginia, brought by at least 224,000 local 

residents and 7,300 business owners in 2014. Eastman Chemical agreed to pay 25 million 

USD to a general fund to be distributed among those affected. Eastman claims that it has 

no fault or liability related to Freedom Industries chemical spill, resulting from a failure of 

the bottom of a tank, which contained a blend of several chemicals and only one Eastman 

product that hasn’t played a role in the tank’s failure. Eastman was not cited for 

wrongdoing or non-compliance with any regulatory standards by any government entity. 

Eastman participated in the global settlement with 25 million USD (in total 151 million 

USD) 
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• In November 2015, more than 150 residents in Pace, Florida, signed on to a class-action 

lawsuit against Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco, seeking relief from the highly 

unpleasant odors (described as a “fishy smell”) that had been reported around Taminco’s 

Pace facility for decades. According to Eastman, this lawsuit was filed just under seven 

years ago and was settled for under $760,000 USD in January 2018. 

 

• In November 2015, Eastman Chemical’s subsidiary Taminco was sentenced to pay 

860,000 USD in penalty for losing meth ingredients. 

 

• In July 2015, Eastman Chemical was fined for air pollution in Tennessee. 

 

• According to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First, Eastman Chemical and its 

subsidiaries paid more than 31 million USD in environmental violation penalties between 

2012 and 2021 – including the abovementioned 25 million USD settlement.   
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