
 
 

Controversies: DIC Corporation 

• In December 2021, soil contamination was detected in the DIC Hokuriku Plant. The 

company conducted the soil investigation to analyse the land use and found out that the 

levels of fluorine and arsenic exceeded the environmental standards. The cause remain 

unknown. 

 

• In August 2019, a fire broke out in a factory in Ina, Japan. No causalities or injuries were 

reported. 

 

• In September 2018, an explosion occurred at a factory in Kamisu, Japan that killed one 

employee and injured another. The accident happened during welding work in an 

outdoor tank. 

 

• In October 2017, Sun Chemical, a subsidiary of DIC Corporation, was sued over New 

Jersey contamination, risking shoulder costs of roughly 7.5 million USD. 

 

• In January 2017, a fire broke out at a factory in Cincinnati, Ohio. The factory was operated 

by Sun Chemical, a subsidiary of DIC Corporation. No one was hurt, but damages are 

estimated around 75,000 USD. 

 

• In June 2013, Sun Chemical, a subsidiary of DIC Corporation, agreed to pay 65,631 USD in 

civil penalties for a 1,400 pound leak of anhydrous ammonia vapor at Engelston 

Township, Michigan. 

 

• In October 2012, an acid leak was reported at a plant in Engelston Township, Michigan. 

The local emergency services said no one was endangered during the leak. The plant was 

operated by Sun Chemical, a subsidiary of DIC Corporation. 

 

• In October 2012, an explosion at an ink plant in East Rutherford, New Jersey injured seven 

workers. Sun Chemical, a subsidiary of DIC Corporation, that operated the plant informed 

that two of the workers suffered from severe burns. 

 

• Between 2012 and 2021, DIC Corporation paid more than 144,000 USD in fines for seven 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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