
 
 

Controversies: Corteva 

• In November 2021, California's largest groundwater agency sued 3M, Corteva, Chemours 

and other manufacturers and sellers of industrial and consumer products over claims that 

the products contain PFAS chemicals that polluted drinking water in Los Angeles. 

 

• In August 2021, following a US federal court ruling on April 29, the US EPA announced 

that it will ban chlorpyrifos — a pesticide linked to worker poisonings and learning 

disabilities in children — on food grown or imported into the US. 

 

• In July 2021, Corteva faced a potential class-action lawsuit after several California parents 

filed suit claiming that the use of the insecticide chlorpyrifos around their homes resulted 

in birth defects, brain damage, and developmental problems in their children. 

 

• In July 2021, several companies, including Corteva, settled a putative class-action lawsuit 

by residents of a New York town by agreeing to pay $65.25 million to resolve claims that 

the companies contaminated the town's drinking water with toxic PFAS. 

 

• In July 2021, DuPont, Chemours and Corteva will pay millions of dollars to the state of 

Delaware as part of a settlement reached between the parties. The agreement relates to 

decades of damage done to Delaware’s environment through toxic PFAS chemicals 

produced by the companies. 

 

• In July 2021, an estimated 650,000 acres of soybeans was been damaged by dicamba in 

Arkansas and dicamba complaints filed with the state have increased at a rate not seen 

since 2017. 

 

• In February 2021, DuPont de Nemours, Corteva and Chemours announced that they have 

committed $4 billion to cover liabilities for their past use of toxic PFAS chemicals. This 

includes a $83 million settlement to resolve related litigation in Ohio. 

 

• In January 2021, a federal court indicted Dupont, now Corteva, and a former employee 

for their roles in a 2014 poisonous gas leak that killed four workers at Dupont’s plant in La 

Porte, Houston. 

 

• In July 2020, Corteva paid close to 3.2 million USD to settle alleged violations of federal 

pollution control laws at a plant in La Porte, Texas, since an accident killed four workers 

there in 2014. The property transferred to Corteva after DuPont merged with DOW in 

2019. 
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• In December 2019, three environmental groups sued Corteva for violating hazardous 

waste laws in Pittsburgh, California. 

 

• In May 2015, DuPont Pioneer, that later turned into Corteva, was found guilty of dust-

escape pollution and trespassing in Kauai, Hawaii, and was fined 500,000 USD. 

 

• Between 2012 and 2021, Corteva paid more than 43 million USD in fines for 10 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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