
 
 

Controversies: Akzo Nobel 

• In December 2021, Akzo Nobel was listed at place 47 of USA’s top 100 Air Polluters Index. 

Nearly 99% of the emissions were from just one facility — Akzo Nobel Aerospace Coatings 

in Waukegan, Illinois.  

 

• In June 2021, Asbestos was found at a former Akzo Nobel site in Rochdale, UK, earmarked 

for new housing buildings despite a “clean-up” of the land more than ten years ago. 

 

• In August 2020, a fire at a coatings plant in Felling, England, operated by a subsidiary of 

Akzo Nobel, caused serious burn injuries to one employee. 

 

• In Mars 2019, a spill of ethyl acrylate was reported from an Akzo Nobel plant in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

 

• In 2015, a former Akzo Nobel site in New York was put under review to clean up cancer-

causing pollution. Akzo Nobel used the site from 1938 to the late 2000’s for the 

manufacture of chemicals and, according to the State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, the amount of PCE and PCB in found in the ground exceeds restricted 

residential standards. 

 

• Between 2012 and 2021, Akzo Nobel paid over 1.7 millions USD in penalties for 17 

environmental violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 

https://peri.umass.edu/toxic-100-air-polluters-index-current
https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/news-features/2/news-headlines/143262/asbestos-found-at-former-akzo-nobel-site-earmarked-for-169home-estate-despite-%E2%80%98clean-up%E2%80%99-more-than-10-years-ago
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/industrial-fires-explosions/worker-hurt-blaze-akzonobel-coatings-plant
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/2015/02/25/akzo-nobel/23951765/
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/akzo-nobel
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/parent/akzo-nobel

