
 
 

Controversies: Sumitomo Chemical Company 

• A fire occurred in one the company’s plants manufacturing ABS resin in June 2014, 

damaging 500 square metres of hazardous waste storage facilities that contained 

magnesium and sodium hydroxide. While no injuries were reported, it was revealed that 

the storage facilities were violating the municipal regulations, by storing a large amount 

of hazardous substances that exceeded the limit set by the municipality. Several more 

fires were reported at different plants owned by Sumitomo Chemical. 

 

• In February 2014, it was reported that the company pressurised the Japanese 

government to dramatically loosen the Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) of neonicotinoid 

in vegetables for “better effects of the product”. The government accordingly reduced 

the limits by a factor of up to 2,000 based on just one non-peer reviewed paper 

submitted by Sumitomo Chemical itself. 
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http://www.ehime-np.co.jp/news/local/20140611/news20140611625.html
http://www.alterna.co.jp/12527
http://www.alterna.co.jp/12527
http://www.alterna.co.jp/12527/2
http://www.alterna.co.jp/12527/2

