
 
 

Controversies: DuPont de Nemours 

• In October 2020, the State of North Carolina sues DuPont and a number of other chemical 

producers over contamination of state natural resources by perfluorinated chemicals. 

 

• In July 2020, DuPont agrees to pay 3.2 million USD in civil penalty to and change its 

operations to settle allegations of years of environmental violations at its facility in La 

Porte, Texas. 

 

• In May 2019, the State of New Hampshire sued DuPont and 3M, another chemical 

producer, for knowingly contaminating drinking water with hazardous perfluorinated 

chemicals. 

 

• In July 2018, DuPont agreed to pay a civil penalty of 3.1 million USD for violations of the 

US EPA’s risk management program (RMP) provisions, which had led to an accident that 

killed four workers in Texas in late 2014. The incident was caused by the accidental 

release of nearly 11,000 kg of methyl mercaptan from the company’s pesticide plant in La 

Porte, Texas. The US Occupational Safety and Health Administration proposed a penalty 

of 273,000 USD and placed the company in its Severe Violator Enforcement Program. 

 

• 3,550 residents of Ohio claimed compensation for health damages and diseases linked to 

chemical exposure from DuPont. This led to a widely covered class action lawsuit against 

the company. In February 2017, DuPont and its spin-off Chemours agreed to pay 670.7 

million USD to settle all the lawsuits, with each company paying half the amount. For 

more information on the PFOA legacy, refer to the timeline prepared by Fluoride Action 

Network. 

 

• In 2017, the company spent 50 million USD to clean up sediment laced with mercury, lead 

and other contaminants that were dumped into a lake by Acid Brook New Jersey. The 

contaminants came from a former DuPont munitions plant. 

 

• In August 2016, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) cited Rohm Haaas 

Electronics Material, a subsidiary of DuPont, for exposing employees to fire and explosion 

hazards. An investigation found 11 workplace safety violations, that led to an explosion in 

January 2016, in which four workers were injured. For these violations the company was 

fined 129,000 USD. 

 

• In October 2015, DuPont and EPA reached a settlement after fatal chemical explosion in 

Tonawanda, New York. The company was fined 724,000 USD. The incident happened in 
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2010 when flammable vinyl fluoride seeped into a 10,000-gallon process tank, resulting in 

the death of one employee and badly burned another. 

 

• In August 2015, the EPA fined DuPont 531,000 USD for alleged environmental violations 

at its chemical plant in Deepwater, New Jersey. The company was fined for improper 

maintenance and repair of two large refrigeration units. 

 

• In September 2014, DuPont agreed to pay close to 1.9 million USD in civil penalties to 

settle violations of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) when 

the company was found selling and distributing a misbranded pesticide product – DuPont 

Imprelis Herbicide. 

 

• In August 2014, DuPont was fined close to 1.3 million USD and spent an additional 2.3 

million USD more to settle claims that the company failed to prevent toxic releases of 

hazardous substances from a facility in Belle, West Virginia, that killed at least one man. 

 

• In June 2012, DuPont settled a 745 million USD lawsuit filed by Koch Industries Inc. over 

safety and environmental problems at fibre and polymer facilities operated by Invista. 

Koch Industries purchased the facilities from DuPont for 4.4 billion USD in 2004. 

Afterwards, Koch Industries reported 680 violations to the US EPA following an audit of 

12 facilities purchased from DuPont. In April 2009, Invista agreed to pay a 1.7 million USD 

civil fine and spend up to 500 million USD to correct environmental problems at plants in 

seven US states. 

 

• In December 2011, DuPont agreed to pay a civil penalty of 250,000 USD to settle 

violations of hazardous waste regulations at the company’s wastewater treatment facility 

in Deepwater, New Jersey. 

 

• In November 2011, a penalty of 500,000 USD was levied on DuPont’s Edge Moore plant in 

Delaware. 

 

• In August 2011, the US EPA ordered DuPont to cease the sale and use and remove the 

herbicide Imprelis due to a violation of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 

Act (FIFRA), which caused harm to a large number of trees. 

 

• Between 2011 and 2020, DuPont paid 55.9 million USD in penalties for 69 environmental 

violations, according to the violation tracker project of Good Jobs First. 
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