
 

Controversies: Umicore 
 

• In July 2019, a fire was reported at Umicore’s Hoboken facility in Antwerp. No 

casualties or injuries were reported.  

 

• In September 2018, a man was reported killed after an explosion at Umicore Specialty 

Chemicals in Arab, Alabama. 

 

• In September 2018, a fire was reported at Umicore’s Hoboken facility in Antwerp. No 

casualties or injuries were reported.  

 

• In July 2018, the prefect of the Gard (France) initiated a formal notice procedure 

aimed at forcing Umicore to confine five former mining sites at Saint-Félix de Pallières 

and Thoiras (Gard). A study from Public Health France released earlier that month had 

shown high body burdens of arsenic and cadmium among the population around the 

mines in comparison to the general population.  

 

• In January 2014, two workers repairing a tank at Umicore in Olen, Antwerp province, 

were killed when the tank, containing residue of hydrochloric acid, exploded. The 

investigation into the accident indicated that an unexpected accumulation of cobalt 

metal led to a build-up of hydrogen in a storage tank. The tank then exploded during 

maintenance work with the two employees involved having made no mistakes during 

their work.  

https://www.umicore.com/en/investors/news-results/press-releases/fire-incident-in-hoboken/
https://www.waaytv.com/content/news/One-man-is-dead-from-explosion-in-Arab-494300181.html
https://www.umicore.com/en/media/press/fire-at-umicores-facility-in-hoboken-now-extinguished
https://web.archive.org/web/20180714084137/http:/invs.santepubliquefrance.fr/Publications-et-outils/Rapports-et-syntheses/Environnement-et-sante/2018/Etude-d-impregnation-autour-d-anciens-sites-miniers-dans-le-Gard-et-echanges-avec-les-parties-prenantes-analyse-et-propositions
http://www.flanderstoday.eu/current-affairs/two-die-industrial-accident-olen
https://www.umicore.com/en/media/press/20140205OlenEN/
https://www.umicore.com/en/media/press/20140205OlenEN/

