
 

Controversies: Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) 
 

• On 10 October 2017, a shipping accident on the coast of Durban’s KwaZulu-Natal 

caused a massive spill of plastic nurdles. The clean-up operation was funded by SABIC 

who owned the consignment. But the company was accused of lack of transparency 

and collusion with the government authorities in an attempt to hide the extent of 

pollution caused by the accident.  

 

• On 16 April 2016, a fire at a plant operated by a SABIC subsidiary, Jubail United 

Petrochemical Co., killed 12 workers and injured another 11. A video of the incident 

that was shot and published online shows the extent of the damage caused by the 

incident.  

 

• In October 2015, SABIC Innovative Plastics paid a 30,000 USD fine to the US 

Department of Environmental Conservation for violations that occurred at the 

company’s Selkirk plant, which had been fined 257,000 USD for violations in 2011, 

2013 and 2014.  

 

• In May 2012, SABIC Innovative Plastics US LLC, and its subsidiary SABIC Innovative 

Plastics Mt. Vernon LLC, agreed to pay an approximately 1 million USD civil penalty 

and improve leak detection and repair practices to settle alleged violations of the 

Clean Air Act (CAA) at chemical manufacturing facilities in Mt. Vernon, Indiana, and 

Burkville, Alabama. 

 

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/government-probes-kzn-cargo-spill/
https://www.groundup.org.za/article/anger-mounts-port-authority-and-sabic-fail-disclose-information-about-durban-cargo-spill/
https://www.argaam.com/en/article/articledetail/id/419783
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmZl-kGrWXo
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Selkirk-plastics-factory-fined-again-for-air-6594083.php
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/plastics-producer-sabic-agrees-reduce-harmful-air-pollution-leaking-equipment-resolve-clean
https://publicintegrity.org/environment/clean-air-act-case-brings-1-million-penalty/

