
 

Controversies: Lotte Chemical 
 

• Lotte is one of the top companies, along with LG and Hanwah, that are under 

investigation for Korea’s Hazegate scandal, in which it was found to have colluded 

with pollution reporting agencies to fudge and misreport emissions data.  

 

• The company’s facility at Pasir Gudang in Malaysia’s Johor province has been found 

guilty of two separate pollution incidents in 2017. On 30 September 2017, the plant 

was issued a stop work order following two separate incidents involving a fire and an 

odour and surface oil sheen incident. The stop work order was lifted on 6 October 

2017 after the company undertook remedial action.  

 

• The contribution of Lotte Chemical to the overall pollution in the Johor region has 

come under scrutiny by residents of Malaysia and Singapore. The company operates 

one of the biggest petrochemical plants in the industrial estate and its own EIA report 

found the levels at the plant site to be above the Observed Threshold Values due to 

the ongoing industrial activities.  

https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d514d3445444f34457a6333566d54/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=it588bjDbnk
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/stop-work-order-issued-chemical-plant-responsible-stench-singapore
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2017/10/06/doe-lifts-stop-work-order-on-lotte-chemical-reactor/
https://ekas.doe.gov.my/ekas/eia/upload/Ex_Sum/201510161455000.ES.pdf?s_JENIS_LAPORAN=DEIA&s_NEGERI=&s_TAHUN=2016&ViewMode=Print&ID_PROJEK=14490&ID=14490&jenis=DEIA

