
 

Controversies: Evonik Industries 
 

• In November 2012, Evonik Jayhawk Fine Chemical Corporation, a subsidiary of the 

company, was fined 6,753 USD and asked to implement Supplemental Environmental 

Projects (SEP) amounting to 72,000 USD due to failure to implement or maintain an 

adequate risk management prevention plan at its Galena, Kansas facility. 

 

• In March 2012, an explosion and subsequent fire killed two workers at Evonik 

Industries chemical plant in Marl, Germany, which produces cyclododecatriene, an 

intermediate used to make flame-retardants, flavours, and fragrances. About 130 fire 

fighters fought for 16 hours to extinguish the blaze. The explosion was caused by an 

overdosage of a catalyst used to make CDT, according to an independent investigation 

commissioned by Evonik. 

 

• Between 2010 and 2019, Evonik and its subsidiaries have paid 212,406 USD in 

penalties for 10 environmental violations according to the violation tracker project of 

Good Jobs First. 

 

https://echo.epa.gov/enforcement-case-report?id=07-2013-0009
https://echo.epa.gov/enforcement-case-report?id=07-2013-0009
https://cen.acs.org/articles/90/web/2012/04/Explosion-German-Chemical-Plant-Kills.html
https://www.prw.com/article/20121205/PRW/312059925/evonik-completes-repairs-following-fatal-plant-fire

