
 

Controversies: Ecolab 
 

• In November 2018, the prosecution office of Liu He District, Jingsu Province, China 

brought charges alleging violation of environmental laws relating to waste disposal 

against the company’s Nalco subsidiary. The incident was reported in the Ecolab 

Corporate Sustainability Report 2018. 

 

• In January 2014, a fire and acid leak were reported at the Ecolab plant east of 

Martinsburg, West Virginia. The fire and subsequent leak of glacial acetic acid from a 

10,000-gallon above-ground tank prompted authorities to halt trains on a nearby rail 

line and evacuate nearby residents as a precaution. 

 

• Between 2010 and 2019, Ecolab and its subsidiaries paid 1.5 million USD in penalties 

for three environmental violations according to the violation tracker project of Good 

Jobs First. 

 

https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/news/tri_state/west_virginia/ecolab-plant-accident-near-martinsburg-prompts-changes-for-first-responders/article_e7e3aba2-8fa8-11e3-8ea1-0017a43b2370.html
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=ecolab
https://violationtracker.goodjobsfirst.org/prog.php?parent=ecolab

